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RELIGIOUS MONITOR, 


AND 


Gvoaugelical Repository. 


VOL. VII. | 


Original Communications. 


Ne rogites quisnam, sed quidnam scripserit, auctor. 
Please don’t inquire who is the author, but exam- 
ine what he hath written. 

ON THE DIVINITY OF CHRIST. 

DISSERTATION I. 
The truth of the doctrine proved from John i. 
1, 2,—‘* In the beginning was the Word, 
the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
The same was in the beginning with God.” 
Parr II,—Sec. 
‘‘ woRD,”’ EXPRESSETH 
CHRIST, PROVED. 


2,—THAT THE TERM 
THE PERSON OF 


Ir may be proper to begin by inquiring 
what is meant by the Word mentioned by 
John. That the term Logos, in the Greek, 
Sermo in the Latin, and Word in the Eng- 
lish, often signifies that which forms a part 
of a discourse, an oracle, or voice, proceding 
from the mouth of God, or of his servants, 
by his orde rs, is not only allowed, but main- 
tained. ‘ The word ot God came to John 
in the w 8 lerness.”” ‘* The people pressed 
to hear the Word of God.” ‘The apos- 
les spake the Word with boldness.”-— 

‘ Their sound went through all the earth, 
a their Words to the ends of the World.” 

But, the description which the Evangel- 
ist gives of this Word, is impatient of such 
an explanation: For, first, a personal dis- 
tinction is ascribed to this Word—* In the 
beginning was the Word, and the word was 
with God”’—that is, the Father. Second- 
ly, the Divine Nature, or Essence, is attri- 
buted to this Word—** The Word was God.”’ 
Thirdly, Divine Works are ascribed to this 
Word—* All things were made by him, 
and without him was not any thing made 
that was made.” Thus the term Word, 
here, signifies the essential, personal Word 
of God. That essential Wisdom, and un- 
created Light, the Source, and Origin, of all 
that is revealed to men; the Cause, and 
Spring of all the Universe, and of all the 

TOL. vir. 


JANUARY, 


and 


1830. 


beauty that we see, and of all the otder we 
so much admire. The evangelist adds these 
In Hlim was Life, and the Life 
was the Light of men: that was the true 
Light, which lighteth every man that com- 
eth into the world.””? The Evangelist speaks 
all along of him as a person. Thus it is 
evident, we must take this Word for one 
of the titles of the Redeemer. And this 
agrees to the language of Scripture in oth- 
er places. For as we read of a person 
who is called Wisdom, who was with God, 
daily his delight, rejoicing always before 
him, when he prepared the heavens, formed 
the earth, and set a compass upon the face 
of the depth: So it is with a name of like 
import, that we read of one who is called 
the Word, and was with God in the begin- 
ning. Nay, the Evangelist deelares that 
whic h can only be affirmed of a person :-— 
*'The Word was made flesh ;”? that is, as- 
sumed human nature and dwelt among us. 
And to show that he was no common person, 
he adds these words, ‘* And we beheld his 
glory, the glory of the only begotten of the 
Kather, full of grace and truth.”? Corres- 
pondent to this does John speak, in his first 
epistle, chap. v. 7—*‘ There are three that 
bear record in heaven, the Father, the 
Word, and the Holy Ghost.” These are 
the names of the three persons. Nor can 
we be any longer in suspense about the 
meaning of the title, Word, than till we 
look back to the first verse of the same epis- 
tle—** Our hands have handled of the Word 
of Life.” 

In the same sense we may understand 
the term in Acts xx. 32—** | tommend you 
to God, and to the Word of his grace, which 
is able to build you up, and to give you an 
inheritance among all them which are sanc- 
tified.”” To build up, and give an inheri- 

is the property of a person. Dr. 


words—** 


tance, 

Owen observes upon the text, that Christ 

may be called the Word of his grace, “ ei- 
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ther because he is given to us of God’s free 
race, as he is also called the Son of his 
ove; or, as he is the author and cause of 
grace. As God himself is called the God 
of peace and love. To him, that is, Christ, 
are believers committed.”? Bradbury, in a 
sermon on the text, as he takes the term to 
be one of the titles of Christ, saith, ‘* This 
addition that is made to the Word, viz. ‘ of 
his grace,’ does not leave the application of 
it to Christ under any more difficulty. There 
are two reasons why he may be called so: 
First, as he published this grace of God 
to mankind. A word among men, is the 
conveyance we give our own thoughts to 
those about us, and perhaps it is upon this 
account that our Redeemer is called so. 
‘God hath spoken to us by his Son.’ ‘Phis 
consideration belongs to all those characters 
that are given of him. ‘A teacher from 
God ; one to make him known in the world 
—the Only Begotten of the Father who de- 
clared him—bearing witness to him that 
sent him—a Prophet, mighty in deed, and 
word, before God and all the people.”— 
He is the Word of his grace. Secondly, 
as he takes care to fulfill the whole design. 
It is through him that God magnifies his 
word above his name. ‘ All the promises 
are inhim. Amen.’”’ Believers are “ built 
upon the foundation of the apostles and pro- 
phets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief 
corner stone, in whom all the building, fitly 
framed together, groweth unto an holy tem- 
ple in the Lord.” Eph. i. 20, 21. As he 
is the author, so he is the finisher of our 
faith. And saith the apostle, Heb. iv. 12, 
13—* The word of God is quick and pow- 
erful, and sharper than any two edged 
sword, piercing even to the dividing asun- 
der of soul and spirit, and. of the joints and 
marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts 
and intents of the heart. Neither is there 
any creature that is not manifest in his sight ; 
but all things are naked and open unto 
the eyes of him with whom we have to do.” 
This whole description is that of a person, 
and who he is the apostle declares, in the 
next sentence, ver. 14d—*‘ Seeing then that 
we have a Great High Priest, that is passed 
into the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let 
us hold fast our profession.” He is called 
“the faithful and true witness.”? And how 
dear such a character as this is, appears from 
the place it has among his glories. ‘ He is 
clothed with a vesture dipped in blood, and 
his name is called the Word of God.” Rey. 
xv. 13. 
Sec. 2. That this Word isa person dis- 
tinct from the Father and the Spirit, proved. 
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Having made it evident to every intel); 
gent and impartial reader, that the Wor 
mentioned by John, is a person, we are ney, 
to consider what he affirms concernin him 
And this is, that he is a distinct person— 
he is neither the Father nor the Spirit 
Saith he, ‘In the beginning was the Wort 
and the Word was with God. The same 
was in the beginning with God.” wW, 
read of the Noetians, the Prasseans, and the 
Sabellians, who made the names of Father 
Son, and Holy Ghost, to be no more than 
three different characters, and representa. | 
tions of God: so that when we consider 
him as a Creator, he is to be called the F,. 
ther; asa Redeemer, the Son; and as q 
comforter, the Holy Ghost. They denied 
the persons, as the Arians did the nature: 
ITence they asserted that the Father was 
born, suffered upon the Cross, and ro 
again from the dead; for which they wer 
called Patripassians. The Socinians, o 
as they are pleased to call themselves, Uni. 
tarians, though they differ a little from these 
ancient heretics, yet they agree with them 
in the main: for though they allow Christ 
to be a person distinct from the Father, and 
Holy Spirit, they affirm that he is only a 
mere man, and deny that he exists, as a per- 
son, in the Divine Nature: they admit on- 
ly of one person in the Godhead: and per- 
petually talk of the peerless honour of the 
Father. 

In opposition to these notions, we affirm, 
that it 1s as clear as day-light, from what 
John declares, that the Word is a distinct 
person in the Godhead. When we talk of 
three persons, we intend by it, that one is 
not another: that the Father is not the Son, 
and the Son is neither Father nor Spirit — 
** [t is absurd to tell us that the word per- 
son is not scriptural, and that it bears an 
uncertain signification. It has been under- 
stood eighteen hundred years ; and it is al- 
so trifling with the argument, by insulting 
our ignorance of the extent to which this 
difference reaches, when it is universally 
owned that we cannot tell what the princi- 
ple of individication is.”” Johnson saith,— 
‘* Individication is that which makes an indi- 
vidual.” But are we any wiser by this ? 
‘* Let us first determine what it is that makes 
a distinction of persons among men, before 
we go any further.” But that the Word 
exists as a distinct person in the divine na- 
ture, appears from the following arguments : 

first: It is evident that this Word, 
which is the same with Christ the Son of 
the living God, had a personal existence be- 
fore he was made flesh and dwelt among 
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us. The declaration of John bears a clear 
and full testimony to this truth. Saith he, 
«In the beginning was the Word, and the 
Word was with God. The same was in 
the beginning with God.”” The Socinians 


) object to the expression, “ In the beginning, 


by affirming that it doth not signify pre- 
eternity which hath no beginning.” But 
to this it may be answered, that it doth not 
prevent the existence of Jesus Christ betore 
the creation; and if he did so exist, he must 
bea person. Again, though eternity have 
no beginning, (and the sense of these words 
cannot be, in the beginning of eternity,) yet, 
eternity is before all things, and, ‘In the 
beginning,” may be a description of eternity, 
correspondent to Prov. vin. 25—‘* From 
everlasting, and in the beginning, or ever 
the earth was.” John doth not say, ‘ In 
the beginning the Word was made ;”’ but, 
“In the beginning the Word was ;” which 
doth as evidently express eternity, as it 
doth in those other phrases, ‘‘ before the 
world was,” or, “ before the foundation of 
the world.” Again, the Socinian interpre- 
tation of the phrase, ‘In the beginning,” 
is this, that in the beginning of the gospel 


§ Jesus Christ was, he was then with God, 1. 


e. “God employed him, and he was God 
by donation and appointment to the office of 
Mediator.” But the evangelist doth not 
treat of the beginning of the gospel, but of 
the Author of it. Saith Dr. Owen, “ The 
sense given by the Socinians to this place is 
senseless. ‘In the beginning, (say they,) 
that is, when the gospel began to be preach- 
ed by John Baptist, (which is plainly said 
to be before the world was made,) the 
Word, or the man Jesus Christ, (the Word 
being afterwards said to be made flesh, after 
this whole description of him as the Word,) 
was with God, so hidden that he was known 
only to God, (which is false, for he was 
known to his mother, to Joseph, to John 
Baptist, to Simeon, Anna, and to others,) 
and the Word was God ;’ that is, God ap- 
pointed him that he should be so afterwards, 
or made God.”* And saith Bradbury,— 
“This (viz. this explanation) may be plead- 
ed by a Socinian, but it comes ill from the 
mouth of an Arian; for these do own that 
the Son of God had an existence before all 
worlds, and they bring this very scripture 
to prove it. Now if the words do refer to 
a being that he had before his incarnation, 
they may with as much propriety signif 
the same that they do when applied to God: 
and if his being with God, may be under- 





* Dr. Owen’s Vind. Evan. pp. 208, 209. 
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stood of a person that is limited, and deriv- 
ed, I cannot see why an Atheist may not 
take the same liberty with the phrase, when 
it is spoke of the Father, that others do 
when it gives us an account of the Son: for 
we are expressly told, that, “all things 
were made by him, and without him was 
not any thing made that was made. In him 
was life, and the life was the light of men.” 

Secondly: The account that is given of 
his appearing in our world, gives another 
proof that he is a distinct person. ‘ God 
sent forth his Son, made of a woman ; made 
under the law.”” Here observe, first, that 
he is called God’s Son. Secondly, that he 
was his Son before his Father sent him. 
This lays flat the whole scheme of the So- 
cinians. Thirdly, he was made of a wo- 
man ; this was peculiar to his person. Nei- 
ther the Father nor the Spirit were incar- 
nate. Fourthly, he alone appeared in the 
form of a servant. None but he was made 
under the law. He acted as one * directed, 
inspired, and supported by another.” ‘ This 
is the record of John, that he whom God 
has sent speaks the words of God, for God 
hath not given the Spirit by measure unto 
him.” 

Here it is proper to observe, that when 
Christ is mentioned, as distinct from the Fa- 
ther, when he was on earth, he is not to be 
considered merely as a man ; because, though 
he assumed a human nature, he did net 
take to himself a human person: his human 
nature never had an existence but in union 
to the divine. And thus the distinction 
from the Father is always to be viewed as 
having an immediate respect to his divine 
person. Nay, when he himself speaks of 
his human nature, as distinct, though not 
separate from the divine, he acknowledgeth 
his dependence upon the Father for the 
whole. ‘A body,” says he, “ thou hast 
prepared me.” And as to the qualifica- 
tions of his soul, he says, “ the Lord God 
has opened mine ear to hear as the learned, 
he has given me the tongue of the learn- 
ed.”? And in his life time he confesseth the 
same—‘ The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 
he has anointed me to preach the gospe].”’ 
‘* God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the 
Holy Ghost, and with power, who went 
about doing good, for God was with him.” 
Thus the apostle tells us, “that God, who 
in times past spake to our fathers by the 
prophets, hath in these last days spoken to 
us by his Son.” Or, as it may read agree- 
able to the criginal, “in his Son,’? which 
signifies not only the commission he acted 


by, but the Deity that dwelt in him bodily. 
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As he himselt expiaims it to his disciples, 
(John xiv. 10.) * Believest thou not that 
T am in the Father, and the Father in me 7 
The words that 1 speak unto you I speak 
not of myself, but the Futher who dwells 
zn me does the works.”’ 

Thirdly, \iis distinction from the Father 
is evident from his ministry on earth. He 
was appointed from eternity, but it was only 
‘in these last days”? that he appeared 
among us. And it was a very short com- 
pass of time that was allowed him to “ fin- 
ish the work that was given him to do.” 
*‘ Father,” saith he, ‘‘ the hour is come.” 
And to his disciples, ‘* Yet a little while and 
ye see me no more, because | go my way 
to him that sent me.” 


In former ages it was “the Spirit of 


Christ,” in the prophets, that testified to the 
world. But, “ when the fulness of time 
Was come,”’ he came ani preached righteous- 
ness as a minister of the cireumeision, sent 
to the lost sheep of the house of Istael. 
The Father bare a testimony to him at his 
baptism and transfiguration—* This is my 
beloved Son, in whom | am well pleased.” 
He frequently asserted his unity with the 
Father, that they were one, yet always took 
care to maintain the distinction, “1 and my 
Father are one.”” ‘Thus, with regard to his 
ministry, he saith, ** 1 came forth from the 
Father, and am come into the world; and 
again, I leave the world and go to the Fa- 
ther.” 

Fourthly, his equality with the Father, 
and the distinction between them, is evident 
from the atonement that was made by him. 
His being * the brightness of his Father’s 
glory, and the express character of his sub- 
stance,”’ declare a sameness of nature. But 
when it is said, that, ‘* by himself he purg- 
ed our sins,’”’ this expresseth a distinct per- 
sonality. Divinity in the person ef the Son 
alone assumed the human nature: this was 
united to none but him. And when it 1s 
said, “by himself he purged our sins ;” 
this implies, First, that the action was only 
his own. He trode the wine-press alone. 
Seeondly, the virtue was in him. He was 
**God who purchased the church with his 
own blood.”” Thirdly, he did it personally, 
as distinct from his Father. It was not by 
any communications made to him, as they 
are made to saints and martyrs. Thus he 
bewails his own case—“ My God, my God, 
why hast thou forsaken me.” : 

Fifthly, the reward conferred upon him 
by the Father, expresseth a distinction that 
can never be confounded. ** God (i. e. the 
Father) rajsed him from the dead, and gave 
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him glory.” r He sat down ut the righ 
hand of the Majesty ou high.” This doe 
not only denote the dignity of his own per. 
son, but the affection of that other to whom 
he is so near.”? Thus he himself saith, «] 
am sat down with my Father in his throne. 
Though on earth he was the Father's ge. 
vant, yet on the throne he sits as his equal, 
Upon this head does the apostle give oui his 
challenge, ** To which of the angels said |x 
at any time, sit thou at my right hand» 
That is, as an equal, a partner, a sharer jy 
my throne, and in my glory. “ Though 
the angels always behold his face, receive 
his orders, and execute his commands ; yet 
there is an uppermost room in the feast tha 
is too good for the best of them. They haye 
no right to set their thrones as the throne of 
God. We among them who swelled jnt 
such a thought, was hurled down in a m- 
ment. They have no merit of nature or 
duty to be the foundation of so much hop. 
our. It is only his, who as God, \ 
equal to his Father’s majesty ; and as man, 
is the best of all his servants. And there- 
fore we find the Father owns him both in a 
way of testimony to what he is, and in, 
way of recompense to what he has done. 
He receives him in his two natures: to the 
divine he saith, * Thy throne, O God, is jor 
ever and ever; a sceptre of righteousness 
is the seeptre of thy kingdom:’ and to the 
human, § Thou hast loved righteousness and 
hated iniquity, therefore God, even. thy 
God, hath anointed the with the oil of glad- 
ness above thy fellows.’ ”* 


Sixthiy, Christ-is addressed as a distinet 


person from the Father, in’ the praises of 


heaven. John beheld a great multitude, 


crying with a loud voice, * Salvation to our 
God which sitteth upon the throne, and un- 
to the Lams.” 

Dr. Watts, in his Arian Invited to Or- 
thodox Faith, asserts, that he cannot al- 
low a proper personality of the Son and 
Spirit, without destroying the unity of the 
Godhead.” And farther saith, « If we sup- 
pose the Messiah, or Logos, in his pre-exis= 
tent state, as well as after his inearnetion, 
to be a complex, or compounded person : 
and that divine Logos, eternal Word, assum- 
eda super-angelic or inferior nature, called 
also Logos, into unier with himself, before 
he took flesa upon him: this would recon- 
cile ail ideas which scem inconsistent, and 
scatter darkness that hangs over the an- 
cient writers, and over the Scripture itself, 
if this opinion is not admitted.””  « To this,” 


———— _ 





* Bradbury 


. saith B 












Ad? 








in the 
first m: 
before 
cret 0 
to thy 
know } 
js not ' 
with t 
away, 
xv. 7. 
«BR 


is onl 


P ture; 
has ni 
more 


Logo 


the e 


no m 
“ 
servi 
real 
rewd 
brig 
tinct 
said 


fles! 








e Tigi 
uls does 
VD per. 
whom 
th, «] 


irone,” 
"S ser. 
equal, 
Out his 
aid hie 
ann] + 
irer Ih 
‘hough 
eCelVe 
$3 Vet 
st th at 
7 have 
One of 
d Into 
a Mu. 
Ire or 


hons 


mah, 
here. 





6 


' more of man than 








AD? SIGNS OF 
B.aith Bradbury, ** I cannot forbear to answer, 
in the w ords of Eliphaz— Art thou the 
first man that was born ? Or wast thou made 
before the hills? Hast thou heard che se- 
cret of God, or restrainest thou wis 
to thyself? What knowest thou that 
know not, and what understandest thou that 
js not with us? Js there any secret tains 
with thee? Why does thine heart carry thee 
away, or what do thine eyes wink at:’ 


dam 


we 


SOD, 


Bxy. 7. 12. 


“By this account, the divintiy of Chiist 
is only an attribute ; his persow is a crea- 
ture; his Auman soul is an angelic spirit; 
has no more of God than a property, and no 
flesh and blood. This 


| Logos, as we are often told in that book, is 
_ the essential power of the Deity, and has 


j 
2 
: 





no more than a figurative personality. 

*¢ But, as he, who came in the form of a 
servant, and took so short a time for so 
great a work; who once suffered, and is now 
rewarded ; was, antecedent to all this, the 
brightness of glory: so he is a person dis- 
tinct, because none of these things can be 
said of the Father, his dwelling is not with 
flesh.”? 

(To be 


Continued. ) 
> 


[For the Religious Monitor.] 
SIGNS THE TIMES. 
(Concluded from page 228.) 

Curist was taken by wicked hands, cruci- 
fied and slain, but the faithful and true wit- 
ness was not overcome and killed. On the 
contrary, by the very act of dying he spoil- 
ed principalities and powers and conquered 
them. His followers who are “ faithful un- 
to death,’? who hold fast his name and con- 
fess his faith at the expence of life, are rep- 
resented by him, as ‘overcoming’? Rev. 11 

11. And Antipas, who did so, is set down 
as “a faithful martyr,” which is equivalent 
to an overcoming witness. And the same 
thing is asserted of their dying, (chap. xii. 
11,) “ And they overcome him by the blood 
of the Lamb and the word of their testimony, 
and they loved not their lives unto the death.” 
Yet, strange as it may seem, many writers 
of eminence understand it just reversed— 
those who love not their lives unto the death, 
for the sake of their testimony, are overcome 
by him—and by the help of this inter; preta- 
tion they have found that the event on told 
in chapter xi. 7, is passed long ago. Suppose 
it to be so, have we not a right to expect 
that their enemy will also have long since 
ceased to fight against them ? Who fights 
with his antagonist after he is dead ? or how 


OF 


shall their enemies war against them after 


THE 


fIMES. 458 
they have ascended to heaven ? as, upon 
this sup position, they rege be, long since. 

it: is 2! sul rd Wii i 

iL anthat text 
because in a grea 


Wear mea 


has loug since ecased, 


great incasuve protestant biood 
has ceased to flow: ‘To bmie the war of 
the Beast to this one species of it, 1s Incon- 
sistent with the secpe ol the pr ypheey. But 
even adimit it, tnere was enough or protes- 
tant blood made to flow, not more than 
twelve or fifteen years ago, to spotl the in- 
terpretation. The war is stil going on, 


and therefore the witnesses can neither be 
lead nor ascended to heaven. If their in- 
terpretation were correct, have we not a 
right also to expect the witnesses by this 
time to be ina pros} yerOUS and happy ‘state, 

‘ living an rejoicing,” having those truths 
and principles for wh Sigh they contended and 
died, im full operation, both in public profes- 
sion fee in peivate life? But where, Task, 
is this the our world? Dr. John- 
stone points to the German princes subscrib- 
ing, or tacitly consenting to, the interim, 
proposed by the empet ror, some time about 
1552, A. D., as the event in question.* 
But to this there are insuperable objections. 
To say nothing of its disagreement with his 
own preceeding interpretation of the pas- 
sage, this is enough to set it aside, that these 
are not the party intended by the two wit- 
nesses. German princes! who are they ? 
What have they to do with prophesying, 
and inflicting all plagues? Will they as- 
cond to heaven in a cloud ? 

At the very time these intriguing politi- 
clans Were manoeuvering with Charles about 
his interim, the witnesses were lifting up a 
loud voice naninad this very thing, and bu- 
sily engaged in framing public testimonies 
for the truth of the Reformation. + But that 
a crisis In witnessing for revealed truth is 
now approaching, cannot be denied with any 
just knowledge of the times and reason to- 
gether. The feeble state of the witnesses 
themselves, the measure of their testimony 


case i 


already given, the present appearance of 


their enemy, and the nature of the weapons 
which he is now using, are plain indications 
of it. As God leaves not himself without a 
witness in the world, much less will he do 
I think, in the church. Therefore it 
does not seem probable that all the witness- 
es will be slain at any one time, nor does 
the fair interpretation of the text require 
this ; but only that they be so in succession. 
Neither is it to be thought that they will all 


* See vol. 1, pp. 393 —4—5—6—7. 
+t See Mosheim, vol. 3, cent. 16, chap. 4, pp 
86, 87, 88, 89, 
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continue in the dead state three years and a 
half, and neither more nor less. This would 
not be analogous to other prophecies. All 
those Jews that were carried away captive, 
did not continue seventy years in their cap- 
tivity. Fromm the destruction of the city 
and temple until Cyrus’ proclamation, was 
but about fifty: some returned then, and 
many never returned at all. But in some 
instance, one or more, we may look for this 
particular of the prediction to be exactly ful- 
filled, in a manner that will attest the truth 
of the word. There will be no need, as 
heretofore, of straining the text, or of glos- 
sing it, or of far fetched interpretations. ‘The 
event will answer to the word as exactly 
as if moulded in it, as indeed it will be.— 
We have no reason to believe that the event 
is far off. 

Edwards observes that the enemy of the 
witnesses has carried on opposition of the 
following kinds: * Ist. By general coun- 
cils. 2d. By secret plots and divisions. 
2d. By invasions and wars. 4th. By 
bloody persecutions. And 5th. By corrupt 
opinions.” The time of the first four seems 
to be chiefly over, and the last is now com- 
ing into full operation. We are now em- 
phatically in the war of opinions, the least 
visible, but the most powerful of all, and the 
most likely to be successful. But what 
chiefly induces this belief, is, that the enemy 
is coming in like a floud ; and therefore 
will soon overflow and pass over, and if its 
force is directed against the witnesses, or 
witnessing, which has in substance been al- 
ready shown, then we may warrantably ex- 
pect that they will soon be brought as low 
as the Lord has decreed to permit them to 
be, and the comforting part of that text will 
begin to be fulfilled—‘ The Spirit of the 
Lord shall lift up a standard against bim’’— 
or, * The Spirit of life from God shall enter 
into them, and they shall stand upon their 
feet,” &c. The first text to which I have 
referred is in Isa. lx. 19. The allusion is 
to a river overflowing its Lanks and inundat- 
ing the surrounding country until there is no 
retreat from it. God speaks thus of the 
Assyrian invasion— The Lord bringeth up 
the waters of the River strong and many, 
even the king of Assyria in all his glory, 
and he shall come up over all his channels, 
and go over all his ete and he shall pass 
through Judah, he shall overflow and go 
over, he shall reach even to the neck.” Isa. 
viii. 7. This is a description of the same 
party with which the witnesses are now call- 
ed to contend. For Assyria, Persia, Greece, 
and Rome, first Pagan and then Papal, is 
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but the same hostile party in its SUCCEssiy oturn 
generations, and different forms; as the in f any 
age in Nebuchadnezzar’s dream clegy| Let 
proves. And the same similitude, With vhethe 
small difference, is employed to set forth hi ve a 
attempts in these latter days, (See Rey, xi he wa 
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15.) The passage under consideration m, 
be viewed as expressing one of the maxins 
of God’s providence for the preservation of 
ils church—that when the enemy in any 
form and at any time, shall come in like, 
flood, and the escape of the church from de. 
struction, by any thing that man can & — 2 
appears impossible, and hope is ready to ey. 
pire; then the almighty Spirit of the Lor 
shall, just in season, come between her ay) 
the descending blow, and shall, in a way, 
and by means appearing fit for the time, 
his infinite wisdom, lift up a standard agains! 
the enemy, by which he shall either be part. 
ly restrained, his plan for the time defeated, 
or himself destroyed. For illustration of 
this, | would call the reader’s attention t 
the building of the Ark—the call of Abn. 
ham—the dividing of the Red Sea—the ap. 
pointment of Gideon’s army—sending forth 
the destroying angel into Senacherib’s army F 7 
—the advent of Christ and establishment ¢/ BY» 


the gospel--the raising up of Constantine F 7 not 
—and the raising up of the Reformers, ani nea 
qualifying them for their times and ther con 
work. /, 

it « 


A near view of the passage will enable 
us to discover that it is prophetic of some re- 
markable attempt of the enemy in New =r 
Testament times. The first sixteen verses 
describe the wickedness and apostacy of the F tho 
Jewish church. In the next three,the great 


Redeemer appears in the flesh, to avenge o 
the quarrel of his covenant upon these rel). th 
els, and comfort his own. But the conflict : 
cannot be understood only of the time he : 
was upon the earth, but of the whole time = 
in which the truth of his gospel is in dis- ; 
pute, whether with Jews, Pagans, Mahom- f 
etans, or Papists, until God gives judgment 


in its favour by overthrowing Satan’s king- 
dom. For immediately upon the issue of 
this contest, the kingdom of Christ extends 
to its destined limits. ‘So shall they fear | ~ 
the name of the Lord from the West, and | — 
his glory from the rising of the sun””—which 
two points take in the whole world. Then 
follow the words of the text, which in this 
connection seem remarkably apposite to ex- 
press the last great effort to swallow up the 
church. And this view of it is countenanc- 


ed by what follows to the end of that chap- 
ter, which foretells the happy state of the 
church to the end of the world, and of the 
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UCCEssiyp turn of the Jews, but no mention is made 
$ the in, f any new attempt of her enemy. 

Clearly Let us now examine the times to see 

with ; vhether there be any thing like a flood. I 
forth bis ve already remarked that we are now in 
Rey, xi e war of opinions, and J here observe, Ist. 
tion May hat there is a flood of anti-scriptural and 
MaXins rrossly corrupt opinions coming in and in- 
ration of ndating al] protestant churches more or less. 


number of these were mentioned in the 


yin a 

in likes ast paper, pages 224-5, many of which, 
from de. nalyzed, are but old heresies in a new 
can do Jress. It is undeniable that there is a spring 
y to ex. Hide of the old Arian, Pelagian, Socinian, 
he Loni nd Arminian corruptions setting in. Al- 














her ani hough they have been repelled by sound 
a Way, [@ Bcriptural argument, in almost every age 
time, ty ince their first appearance, they have risen 
agains p over all their banks, and are flowing in 
be part. pon the churches from every quarter. And 
efeated here also is a torrent of Hopkinsian opin- 
tion ons, leading by inexplicable metaphysical 
tion ty ubtleties, the unwary into one or other of 
f Abra. heabove. These cannot sanctify the heart, 
the ap. they only form new outlets for its innumer- 
ig forth able corruptions, self-sufhiciency, self-righte- 
S army | ousness, pride, vanity, deceit, and hypocri- 
nent | SY, of the basest sort. These waters issue 
tantine § mot from the throne of God, but from the 
8, and mouth of the serpent, and their necessary 
d their consequence is, a flood of ungodliness and 

ungodly men, which makes all die where 

it comes. 

— ) Farther, there is coming in a flood of un- 
New . precedented unscriptural devices, ‘promising 
verses } to reform the manner of ecclesiastical opera- 
of the [| tions and christian duty : but in fact defacing 
- great and corrupting every thing scriptural, in the 
venge ) order of the church. And what, if in these 
: feb. there be also imperceptibly coming in a flood 
ynflict | Of political sympathies, something like the 
se tis following :—The spirit of revolution is shak- 
: lene ing in pieces old political creeds, and the na- 
» de tions are in rapid succession becoming free. 
hom. | | What a pity that the church should not be 
wer freed too from the trammels of her old formu- 
king- | 4 laries!—Is such a sympathy unlike the spir- 
o of | itof the times? May it not be powerfully 
stad at work in the present sweeping innova~ 
fear tions, although not avowed or suspected ? 
~~ ) 2dly. A flood comes suddenly without 
hich > giving any warning; it sweeps away the 
en secure inkabitants, their dwellings and pro- 
this Pom petty: So does this flood. Old confuted 
-~. 3 heresies which were considered dead, have 
the » suddenly risen again, and in despite of scrip- 
ron > ture and sound reason, threaten with flood- 
ap OF like power to bear away the religious com- 
the fag Mumity. All of a sudden the suggestion of 
the a individal rises up into a plan of national 
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co-operation, embracing almost half the 
world. It is undeniable that all those great 
projects, the splendour of which now excites 
the admiration, and kindles the enthusiasm 
of the world, are but of yesterday ; numbers 
living can look back to the time when they 
had no existence. 

3dly. A flood generally comes with great 
violence. So with this flood. It waits not 
the slow progress of orthodoxy, cool exami- 
nation, scripture proof, prayer, &c. It goes 
not like the soft flowing waters of Shiloh, 
but pours down with loud noise its torrents 
of speeches, pathetic orations, and addresses, 
with incessant importunity, till it breaks 
over every barrier of professions, creeds, 
vows, promises, and oaths; bears away foun- 
dations ; and sets sentiments, practices, fel- 
lowships, governments, worship, and all 
things in religion afloat. And who does not 
see the whole community now floating in 
harmonious confusion down the stream ?— 
now in contact, now separate, as time, es 
or circumstances touch them. - The slight- 
est breath of doctrine will gather a multi- 
tude into a congregation any where, and 
just as little will scatter them again. Ifany 
have doubts, let him only grasp the truth, 
the whole truth, determined ‘* to hold it fast,” 
and he will soon fee/, not only that he is in 
the waters of a flood, but that they flow 
with great violence. 

4thly. The waters of a flood are turbid— 
we cannot see the bottom—all things are 
jumbled together in horrible confusion. So 
are the waters of this flood. Who can see 
to the bottom of a Tract; and tell the sen- 
timents, principles, and motives that made 
it? Who can see through a Missionary’s 
commission, or the board that composed it ? 
Who can desery all the avowed faith and 
practice admitted to the communion table ? 
And just such a medley is to be seen in Bi- 
ble Catechisms, Sabbath School instructions, 
addresses, speeches, periodicals, and publica- 
tions. All things are huddled together— 
some truths, some duties, some propositions 
so ingenuiously compounded of truth and er- 
ror that they stand in equilibrio ; some ludi- 
crous perversions of Scripture, some gross 
nonsense, and some pernicious errors. 

Other points of analogy might be mene 
tioned, but these will identify the present 
attempt of the enemy with the flood, All 
waters seek a downward course, but where 
will this flood Zand those who float upon it ? 
Some I hope will yet reach the shore and 
escape with their life. Others will land in 
superstition, the fellowship of Rome, or 
worse, if it were possible. Others, in the 
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wildest fancies and grossest delusions. Oth- 
ers, will sink into insensibility and total in- 
difference to all soul concerns and hereafter. 
Others will be seen mired in the most filthy 
sensualities. But we fear that a huge num- 


ber are rapidly descending into the gulf of 


Infidelity, or even Atheism. For I cannot 
see to what else many of the popular notions 
about religious truth can legitimately lead ; 
and many will be consistent and follow them 
up, or I should rather say down, to their ul 
timate conclusion. We venture to assert 
that even now the under current of this 
flood is BAPTIZED DEIsM in many places.— 
But it may soon, perhaps not at all, meet 
the public eye in its naked deformity. It is 
a gentle accommodating species this. It 
will still wear a Christian name and form. 
It may speak thus within itself,—Although 
{ consider the infallible inspiration and the 
supreme authority of the Bible over all points 
of faith and practice a very doubtful matter, 
yet many reasons make it prudent to ob- 
serve the common religion; or, if lama 
minister it will be my interest and it will do 
no harm to preach the old doctrine still, ex- 
pressing my own views with great circum- 
spection. 

If the above be near a correct view of 
the present course of religious affairs, and of 
the rate at which they are moving, it is cal- 
culated surely, not only to bring the spirit 
of witnessing as low as God shall please to 
permit, but to do it speedily. And the 
event, when it has come, will prove, Ist. 
That God has been long pleading a contro- 
versy with the churches of the Reformation 
for their ingratitude and backsliding, and 
that he has executed deserved and long de- 
ferred judgments upon them. 

2dly. The unfitness of all human expedi- 
ents to maintain the life and purity of the 
Christian religion ; such for example, as na- 
tional establishments, civil pains and penal- 
ties, enactments of mere human authority, 
co-operations, reason and philosophy, popu- 
larity, &c., for all will have been tried yet 
the witnesses fall and perish; yea it will 
be plain that all these have lent their power 
to ee on that catastrophe. ‘ Not by 
might nor by power, but by my Spirit saith 
the Lord.” 

3d. The faithfulness of God’s new cove- 
ngnt promise to preserve the church in the 
worst of times. For though the witness 
will be slain, the believer shall not, the 
church shall not. The flood may roar and 
dash against her, but it shall not prevail— 
she is built upon the Rock of Ages: At 
the same time the wisdom, power, mercy 
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and sovereignty of God will be glorior 
the manner of her preservation. — 
Ath. His righteous Vengeance upon ti» 
enemies of the Witnesses and their cays) 
and the desperate folly of taking coun: 
against Christ. I cannot forbear to Notice 
that I think it will be a time remarkabl, 
suitable for singing the whole of the ninety. 
third Psalm. . 
In conclusion, What ought we to do? 
The Serpent whispers, it would be best 
to go just a little with the stream. But if 
we do, the sword of God’s covenant ma 
overtake us from behind, and destruction 
may meet us before. We ought to put on 
the whole of our armour and face the ene. 
my, nothing discouraged by the knowledge 
that the witnesses will be slain. Ther 
cause is indestructible, and in the issue of 
this contest it will infallibly conquer and tri. 
umph: Nor do we know how instruments| 
Christ may make present contending in its 
victory. 8e that as it may, this is our dy. 
ty and allegiance to Christ our King. There 
is not a moment to delay. If we do, it js 
at the hazard of being swept away by this 
flood, and lost. Let us not dare to stand any 
where but upon the Eternal Rock, where 
we shall neither be confounded nor make 
haste. Let our Watch Word be—*< The 
least truth, and the present truth” —and our 
constant prayer that we may not enter into 
temptation. EGO. 
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a 
AN ESSAY 

Towards bringing about a Scriptural 
Unanimity amongst all the different 
branches of the visible Church of Christ. 

(Continued from page 418.) 

II. Tite second thing proposed in this Es- 

say, is, to give some reasons Why this 

unanimity should be sought by the visible 

church. 

The word of God furnishes us with many 
reasons, any one of which should be sufh- 
cient, to induce all the friends of our Zion, 
and of Him who gave his own blood for the 
redemption and purification of his church, to 
pursue this unanimity with all their soul, 
heart, mind, and strength. 

1. Unanimity is a blessing which God 
has promised to his Church: Jer. xxxii. 
39—* And I will give them one heart and 
one way, that they may fear me for ever, 
for the good of them, and of their children 
after them.”? And with this promise, other 
inost important and precious promises are 
connected, as appears from the context.— 
“The Lord will be their God.” « He will 
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make an everlasting covenant with thera, in 
which he engages not only that he will not 
turn away Irom ihem to do them good ; but 
he engages also that they shail not cd ‘| art 
from jim; for he will put his fearin thom.” 
And, “the fear of the Lor 1,” we read in 
another P yrtion of Scripture, ‘Cis the begin- 
ning af wisdom.” ‘To the same purpose, 
also, it is promised, in EXzek. xi. 19——* And 
I will give them one heart, and I will puta 
new Spirit within you.” And with this is 
promised also a deliverance from our natu- 
ral evil hearts ; and the gift of new hearts, 
hearts of flesh. And the design of all is ex- 
plained in the following verses :—‘ That 
they may walk in the statutes of the Lord, 
and keep his ordinances and do them.”’ And 
God further engages that ‘‘ie will be their 
God and they shall be his people.” All 
promised blessings are worthy of being 
sought and desired. Accordingly we find 
Christ, the Great Head of the church, pray- 
ing with great fervor, for this very blessing 
for his people. That all who believe on 
him, through the word of his servants and 
ministers, may be one; as he and the Fa- 
ther are one. John xvii. 20. 23. A bles- 
sing which God the Father has so frequent- 
ly promised, the bestowment of which he 
has connected with so many other most pre- 
cious blessings, and one too for which our 
now exalted Redeemer prayed for so fer- 
vently, and that too when he was about to 
complete the purchase of our Redemption,that 
great work which the Father had given him 
to finish ; I say such a blessing is, beyond 
all controversy, worthy of our most earnest 
and diligent pursuit. 

2. Unanimity increases the beauty of the 
Church. It is not only a good, but a be- 
coming thing for brethren to dwell together 
in unity. It was indeed the glory and the 
beauty of the church on the day of Pente- 
cost, that upwards of three thousand persons 
of different nations, customs, and languages, 
were so perfectly joined together that they 
could be said to be ‘Sone heart and one 
soul,”—** That with one mind and one 
mouth, they could offer up united praises to 
God.”? And it requires no stretch of imagi- 
nation, nothing but faith in the God of Zi- 
on, to look forward and contemplate the day, 
that day which God has set to favour Zion, 
when not only a few thousands, residents of 
one city, but when nations and kingdoms 
shall assemble and unite in the same acts of 
worship and praise. (Ps. cil. 22.) And 
when they shall do it with the same spirit 
and the same mind, thinking and speaking 
the same things. Christ has said of his 

Vor. vit. 
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spouse—* My dove, my undefiled, is but 
one.”? ‘There is indeed an invisible union 
existing among all the members of Christ’s 
mysuieal body, by which his * beloved may 
be said to be oxe;” but the glory and 
beauty of the visible body, is just in pro- 
portion as it approximates to the true state 
And this is that beauty in 
the spouse which is greatly, or vehemently, 
desired by the King. (Ps. xlv. 11.) To 
say nothing of the effect that a-scriptural 
unanimity might have produced among those 
nations which have already been visited by 
the light of the gospel, or even among those 
where the principles of the Reformation 
have extended; what might not we hope 
to see, if all the professed friends of our ho- 
ly reformed religion, even in our land, were 
found in their public profession, speaking 
the same things, thinking the same things, 
and so perfectly joined together in the same 
mind and the same judgment, that with one 
mind and one mouth they could glorify God ? 
Would not the most embittered enemies of 
our Zion be constrained to say, ‘* Surely 
God is in the midst of her?’ 

3. A third reason why we should desire, 
and by all means seek this unanimity, arises 
from the ruinous tendency of divisions. Our 
Lord has indeed declared that offences must 
needs come, but at the same time denounces 
a heavy woe against that man by whom 
‘they do come. A house, a city, ora king- 
dom divided against itself, eannot stand, but 
cometh to desolation. (Matt. xii. 25.) This 
‘s equally true when applied to the church. 
Nothing so much emboldens and encourages 
the enemies of Zion, as to see divisions 
among her friends. “ Divide and conquer,” 
is a maxim with Satan, the great enemy, 
as well as with the men of the world. It 
is when the church, the armies of Zion, 
move forward in one undivided phalanx, 
with her own King at her head, that she 
can bid defiance to her enemies. Then she 
not only appears “ beautiful as Tirzah, come- 
ly as Jerusalem, but terrible as an army 
with banners.”? 

4. It is essential to her peace. Where 
there is no unanimity, there can be but lit- 
tle peace. And where there is but little 
peace there can be but little’ comfort and 
happiness. | Consequently, mutual edifi- 
cation, one great advantage of religious so- 
ciety, is, in a great measure, if not altogeth- 
er, defeated. We are commanded to en- 
deavour “to keep the unity of the Spirit in 
the bond of peace, with all lowliness and 
meekness, forbearing one another m love.” 
Eph. iv. 2,3. And we are commanded to 
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mark them who cause divisions and offences 
in the church, and avoid them. Rom. xvi. 
17. 

Lastly. It is essential to the fellowship 
of the members of the church. ‘* Can two 
walk together unless they be agreed.””— 
They may indeed sit down at the same com- 
munion table, as has been already said. But 
where is that interchange of sentiment, that 
mingling of souls, that reciprocity of feeling 
that can be called communion! The term 
communion, by common consent, has been 
applied to the Lord’s Supper; not merely 
because that in it Christians make a public 

rofession of their conformity to Christ and 
his laws ; but also of their agreement with 
other Christians in the spirit and faith of the 
gospel.* 

This definition of the word Communion, 
is also according to the scriptural sense of 
what is embraced in church fellowship. In 
Phillipians i. 27, we are enjoined “ to strive 
together for the faith of the gospel.” In 
Eph. iv. 13, “The unity of the faith,” is 
set before us as one reason for which God 
has given to his church such a diversity of 
instructors as are mentioned in ver. 11, of 
the same chapter. And in chap. v. 11, of 
the same epistle, we are commanded to have 
no fellowship with the unfruitful works of 
darkness. Now if some degree of unanim- 
ity in the ~ and faith of the gospel be 
not required of those with whom we engage 
in the solemn act of communion, who can 
say that they are not holding fellowship 
with the unfruitful works of darkness ? 
To the same purpose also see 2 Cor. y. 14 
—18, which passage | intreat the reader to 
examine attentively, where he will find this 
same idea of communion confirmed very 
pointedly ; and also the whole tenor of the 
argument of this Essay, remarkably sup- 
ported. 

Now, I ask, would it not be both a per- 
version of language and a gross profanation 
of one of the most sacred institutions of our 
holy religion, to admit indiscriminately to 
the communion table persons of opposite 
sentiments? Before dismissing this part 





*See Buck’s Theological Dictionary on the 
word Communion. 

t The writer will here state that he is capable of 
vroving by many living witnesses, that there are 
repeated instances of ministers who have profes- 
sed their adherence to the standards of the Gene- 
ral Assembly Presbyterian Church, and in regular 
standing in that society, who have specially invit- 
ed Roman Catholics, as such, to a seat at the com- 
munion table; who have also invited professed 
Arians, and even persons who never had been re- 
ceived inte fellowship by any religious society: ar 
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of the subject, it may be proper to notic 
some of the objections most usually broughs 
against the doctrine for which the writer j 
here contending. 

It is stated that the communion table jg 
the Lord’s table ; and therefore the officer 
of the church have no right to forbid or debas 
any from that table. But it is answere; 
that, this is the very reason why they ay 
bound to see that none be admitted to tha 
table, but those who are invited by the Lon 
the master of that table. The duty of the 
officers of the church, respecting the cop. 
munion table, is altogether ministerig). 
they are but stewards, whose business js jy 
dispense the privileges of that table to such, 
and to such only, as the Lord of the tablp 
himself invites. And these are describe 
in the Word. That, to the ministering 
steward, is the instrument which contains hs 
instructions. Had this table belonged ty 
the church, and not to the Head of th 
church, it would then have been the preroy. 
ative of the church to have invited who 
she pleased. But when it is admitted thy 
the table is the Lord’s, it must at once |p 
conceded, that guests can only be admitte! 
according to the directions of the Master 0 
the feast himself. It would be out of place 
here, to detain the reader in order to show 
who those are who are invited in the Worl, 
But we have only to open the volume « 
inspiration, and we shall find that the King 
of Zion has enemies: and we are not for; 
moment to suppose that he would prepare, 
at the expense of his own blood, a feast fir 
his declared and bitter enemies. The hor 
est and faithful steward will not take the 
children’s meat and cast it to dogs. 

There is another consideration, worthy ¢ 
being noticed here, which is also sufficien: 
to answer the objection. This arises fron 
the danger of encouraging an unwelcome 
guest to come to that table. The man who 
came to the King’s supper, in the parable, 
not having on the wedding garment, was 
ordered to be removed, with strong marks 
of displeasure, by the king himself. — “ Bind 
him,” says he, “‘hand and foot, and ‘take 
him away, and cast him into outer darkness; 
there shall be weeping and gnashing o 
teeth.”” Matt. xxii. 13. Would not that 
steward expose himself to the displeasure of 
his Lord, who would neglect any appointed 
means to prevent such a person from taking 





all by-standers, whether they ever had made a pro- 
fession of religion or not. The writer is aware, 
also, that this was known to many, if not all, the 


members of the Presbytery to which they belong: 
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a sea’ at the feast? To the purpose also 
migh: be urged the direction in 1 Cor. xi. 
98, «Let a man examine himsel!, &e. and 
the danger of neglecting this direction, stat- 
ed in ver. 29. 

Again, the saints in glory hold commun- 
ion together; and it is asked, Why then 
should not saints on earth? To this, it is 
readily answered, that they should. And 
it is the sin of some of them, if not all, that 
they do not. But the sin properly lies in 
the “divisions, and offences,” which keep 
them apart, or prevent that unanimity neces- 
sary to their communion. And this sin must 
lie at the door of those who cause the di- 
yisions and offences which destroy the 
union: and fellowship of the members of 
the visible church. But it would be 
very unsound reasoning to make one sin 
justify the commission of another. . The 
sinful divisions of the church cannot jus- 
tify an unscriptural communion. Besides, 
there is no need for us to ascend up to heav- 
en, that we may observe the conduct of the 
saints there, in order to learn our duty here 
below. A teacher has come down from 
heaven expressly to teach us our duty. But 
if the objection has any weight at all it must 


- operate on the other side: For it must be 


admitted that in heaven there is ali the una- 
nimity for which I have been here pleading. 

Again, it is objected that unanimity is 
unattainable, and therefore it is vain to Jook 
after it. But if this objection has any force 
at all, it would equally operate against any at- 
tempt at duty whatever. Itis admitted “ that 
no mere man since the fall is able, in this 
life, perfectly to keep the commandments of 
God.” But it would be most unsound the- 
ology to argue that this inability released 
from all obligation to keep the command- 


ments of God. 
(To be Continued.) 


Selections. 


LETTERS ON THE INTRODUCTION AND PRO- 
GRESS OF UNITARIANISM IN NEW ENG- 
LAND. wo. IV. 

Dear Sir, 
It was shown, you will recollect, in my last, 
that as early as the close of the revolution, 
and perhaps earlier, a species of Unitarian- 
ism had gained footing in Boston, and the 
surrounding region. It was studiously con- 
cealed, indeed, and measures were taken to 
continue the concealment, at least till a dis- 
closure could be safely made ; but still it was 
here. The leaven was working in secret, 
and gradually diffusing itself among an un- 
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suspecting and confiding people—What 1 
now purpose, is, to direct your attention to 
several events which went to expose the ex- 
isting evil, and give it prominence in the 
view of the public. 

The first was the settlement of Dr. Free- 
man, as Minister of King’s Chapel, in Bos- 
ton. King’s Chapel was formerly the princi- 
pal Episcopal church in the city, and the 
most considerable establishment of the kind 
perhaps in New England. It was here, be- 
fore the revolution, that the Provincial 
Governors usually attended public worship. 
Dr. Freeman was employed as a reader in 
this church in 1782 ; and, whether a Unita- 
rian or not, he continued for three years to 
use the liturgy of the church of England, and 
to engage and lead in Trinitarian worship.* 

But in 1785, the minds of the people being 
in a measure prepared for it, he attempted a 
change ; and with no small uneasiness and op- 
position from various quarters, and the loss of 
a number of his hearérs, he succeeded at 
length im accomplishing his purpose. ‘The 
plan of Dr. Clark’s ,reformed liturgy was 
adopted,” and the worship became such as a 
high Arian might consistently offer. Dr. 
Ireeman allows in a letter to Mr. Lindsey, 
dated July 7, 1786, that his new liturgy was 
not such as he should himself prefer, but in- 
sists that it was all which the people could 
be persuaded to adopt. ‘¢T wish, ” says he, 
‘that the work was more worthy of your 
approbation. Ican only say that I endeay- 
oured to make it so, by attempting to intro- 
duce your liturgy entire. But the people of 
the Chapel were not ripe forso great a 
change. Some defects and improprieties I 
was under the necessity of retaining, for the 
sake of inducing them to omit the most ex- 
ceptionable parts of the old service, the Atha- 
nasian prayers. Perhaps in some future 
day, when their minds become more enlight- 
ened, they may consent to a further alter- 
ation.” 

A difficulty still remained, as Mr. Free- 
man had not received ordination, and it was 
doubtful whether Episcopal ordination could 
be obtained for him. As this however was 
a point “upon which some of his hearers 
laid much stress,” it was determined to make 
the attempt ; and accordingly application was 
made for ordination, first to bishop Seabury 
of Connecticut, and afterwards to Dr. Pro- 
vost, bishop of New-York. 

It is not easy to reconcile these repeated 
applications of Dr. Freeman to obtain Epis- 





* This worship Dr. F. has since represented as 
‘* idolatry.’ See Letter to Mr, Lindsey in 1794. 
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copal ordination, with that honesty and open- 
ness of character for which, in the estima- 
tion of many, he 1s distinguished. He must 
have known that the churc! necessarily re- 
quired, in all candidates for ordination, a 
profession of attachment to its doctrines, 
discipline and worship; and le could hardly 
have presented and repeated his request, 
without making up his mind, in case it were 
granted, to comply with established rules. 
He must moreover have been acquainted 
with the ordination service of the church, 
and knew that, in receiving ordjnation, he 
must seem, at least, to approve of this ser- 
vice, and to unite in it. Still he knew that 
(Unitarian, Humanitarian, as he was) he 
could not make a show of uniting in this 
solemn service without the most mauifest in- 
sincerity. And yet he did apply repeatedly 
for Episcopal ordination, and would have re- 
ceived it at the hands of the American bish- 
ops, if it could have been obtained. He con- 
fesses, in one of his letters, that he ‘should 
have acted wrong” in receiving ordination 
in this way ; and says, “1 shudder when I 
reflect to what moral danger | exposed my- 
self, in soliciting ordination of the American 
bishops.”” But is there no sin, { ask, in 
seeking and attempting to do a wrong ac- 
tion, even though our design is defeated ? 
And how much better is he who solicits the 


opportunity of acting insincerely in one of 


the most solemn transactions of life, and fails, 
than he whose purpose is accomplished ? 

On the whole, must we not conclude that, 
had Dr. Freeman fallen into some Congrega- 
tional churches, instead of an Episcopal one, 
where he could have modified his worship 
without attracting public attention, and been 
ordained without examination, his Unitarian- 
ism would have been as closely concealed, 
as that of any of his cotemparary brethren. 
But the liturgy of the church of England 
stood directly in his way ; and he was obli- 
ged, either to relinquish his proffered parish, 
or to avow his sentiments, alter his prayer 
book, and endeavour to carry the parish with 
him. He preferred the latter course, and he 
succeeded in it. He failed of receiving or- 
dination from the American bishops, and 
was ordained (if ordination it can be called) 
by the wardens of his church, Nov. 18, 
1787. The senior warden “ laid one hand 
upon him, and with the other delivered him 
the Bible, enjoining him to make that sacred 
book the rule of his faith and conduct.* 

Dr. Freeman has been instrumental in 
spreading Unitarianism, not so much by his 





* See Lindsev’s Vindicie Priestleiane, p. 25. 
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own preaching or publications, as by cireyla, 
ting the writings of English authors. He 
early opened a correspondence with M; 
Lindsey of London, received copies of Ling. 
Sey s and Priestley’s theological works, and 
procured for them all the attention and cp. 
culation in his power. A set of these Works 
was presented to “the Library of Haryayj 
College, for which, as a very valuable an 
acceptable present,” Mr. L. * received the 
thanks of the President and Fellows.”_ 
*’Phough,” says Dr. Freeman to Dr. L. «j 
is a standing article of most of our social |i. 
braries, that nothing ofa controversial nature 
should be purchased, yet any book whic) 
is. presented is freely accepted. 1 have 
found means, therefore, of introducing into 
them some of the Unitarian tracts with which 
you have kindly furnished me. There ar 
few persons who have not read them with 
avidity.” 

The cause of Unitarianism was considen. 
bly promoted in this country by the visit 
a Mr. Hazlitt, an English “Unitarian minis. 
ter, in 1785. ‘1 bless the day,” says Dr 
Freeman, “when that honest man first land. 
ed in this country.”” ‘Before Mr. Haziit 
came to Boston, the Trinitarian doxology 
vas almost universally used. He prevailed 
upon several respectable ministers to omit 
Since his departure, the number of thos 
who repeat only scriptural doxologies his 
greatly increased, so that there are now m- 
ny churehes in which the worship is strietls 
U nitarian.?* 

sy personal efforts, and the circulation o 
hooks, two or three small Unitarian societies 
were established, in different parts of the 
country, previous to the year 1800; but 
they died almost as soon as they began to 
live. The doctrine, though secretly spreai- 
ing, was unpopular; very few dared to 
preach it openly ; and for many years—ii- 
deed until comparatively a recent date—the 
society at King’s Chapel was the only avow- 
ed Unitarian congregation of note in New 
England. ; 

The first American Unitarian author was 





* The labors of Mr. Hazlitt were not confined 
to Boston He preached in different places, espe- 
cially in Maine. A Thanksgiving Sermon, preach- 
ed by him at Hallowell, Dec. 15. 1785, was pub- 
lished, and may be seen in the library of the Bos- 
ton Atheneum. 


t The Unitarian meeting house at Philadelphia, 
erected, I believe, in 1812, is said in the London 
Monthly Repository to be ‘‘the first attempt that 
was ever made in the United States to build a 
house for Unitarian worship.” The means of 
erecting this were furnished, in part, from Eng: 
land. Monthly Repos. vol. ii. p. 58. 
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AT3 
the Rev. Hosea Ballou, now minister of the 
second Universalist Society in Boston. He 
published his treatise on Atonement in 1803, 
which, it is said on good authority, was ‘the 
first American work in which the doctrine 
of Unitarianism was ever advanced and 
defended.* Whether Mr. Ballou or Dr. 
Freeman is entitled to be considered the 
father of American Unitarianism—or whe- 
‘ther they ought in equity to divide the hon- 
or between them—lI pretend not to decide. 


Et fors equatis cepissent premia rostris. 


Dr. Freeman was probably the first nominal 
and open preacher of the doctrine, and Mr. 
Ballou was the first who inculeated and de- 
fended it from the press. These leaders in 
promoting American Unitarianism have la- 
boured in different connexions, and with va- 
rious success. Dr Freeman had the advan- 
tage in point of early education ; and Mr. 
Ballou in native ingenuity and resources.— 
The followers of Dr. Freeman have been 
the most select; those of Mr. Ballou the 
most numerous. 

The next individual who avowed and in- 
culeated Unitarian doctrine, both from the 
pulpit and the press, was the Rev. John 
Sherman, Pastor of the first church in Mans- 
field, Conn. This aspiring, visionary and 


) changeable young man was led to renounce 


the doctrines of the Bible and the church, 

> and to become a Materialist and Humanita- 

) rian, by reading the works of Priestley and 
Lindsley. He disclosed his change of sen- 
timents to his people in 1804, and was dis- 
missed by a mutual Council in Oct., 1805. 
The same year he published a work, enti- 
tled ‘One God in one person only, and Je- 
sus Christ a distinct being from God ;” 
which, in the language of the Anthology 
(vol. ii. p. 248) was ‘‘one of the first acts 
of direct hostility against the Orthodox, 
which has ever been committed on these 
Western shores.”” On leaving Mansfield, 
Mr. Sherman was settled for a few years in 
the western part of the state of New-York. 
He afterwards relinquished the ministry— 
went into other employments—forfeited his 
moral and religious character—and not long 
since died. 

The case of Mr. Sherman was followed, 
after a few years, by another of a similar 
character in Connecticut. In the beginning 
of 1810, the Rev. Abiel Abbot, Pastor of the 
first church in Coventry, was suspected by 
his people of denying the doctrine of the 
Trinity ; and, on inquiry, the suspicions were 





me London Monthly Repository for March, 


UNITARIANISM IN NEW ENGLAND. 474 
confirmed. He was in consequence, dismis- 
sed by the Consociation of Tolland county 
in April, 1811; and in June, of the same 
year was dismissed again by a Council of 
his own selection. This Council was ‘ im- 
ported”’ from the Easterly part of Massachu- 
setts, and consisted entirely of men belong- 
ing to what was then styled the liberal par- 
ty. Their proceedings, in interfering with 
and censuring the ecclesiastical regulations 
of a sister state, and in affecting to overrule 
an authorized decision of Consociation, called 
forth a severe but merited rebuke from the 
General Association of Connecticut, at their 
meeting in June, 1812. It does not ap- 
pear that Mr. Abbott was a believer in the 
doctrine of the Trinity at the time of his 
ordinatién. Yet so ambiguous were his al- 
lusions to the subject, and so carefully did 
he keep his sentiments concealed, that it 
was not till he had been settled more than 
a dozen years, that any suspicions were en- 
tertained of his dissent from the common 
faith of the churches.* 

Nearly at the same time with the pro- 
ceedings in Coventry, a more important de- 
velopement of Unitarianism began to be 
made in another quarter. In 1810, Messrs. 
Noah and Thomas Worcester, brothers, and 
both settled ministers at that time in New 
Hampshire, commenced their publications 
against the doctrine of the Trinity. The 
principal of these publications was enti- 
tled “Bible News of the Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit; in a series of Letters 
in four parts,” &c. The author supposes 
that “Christ is the Son of God in the 
most strict and proper sense of the 
terms,” ‘as truly as Isaac was the Son of 
Abraham ;” that “he is not a created,” 
but a “derived” Being; that “he is as 
truly the image of the Invisible God, as 
Seth was the likeness of Adam ;” that “ he 
isa person of Divine dignity,” and was 
‘constituted the Creator of the world ;” 
that “he is the object of Divine honours ;” 
‘that he became the Son of man, by be- 
coming the soul of a human body,” &c. 
&c. It is hard to determine respecting this 
strange theory, whether it is more properly 
Tritheism, or Semi-Arianism. In either 
case, it has no foundation in the Scriptures ; 
and the man who adopts it, and who, after 
due reflection, can feel satisfied of its truth, 
ought not, surely, to complain of mysteries 
in the religious system of others. The dis- 
cussion in support of it, however, was in- 





* Mr. Abbot was of the Council who dismissed 
Mr. Sherman, and, so far as appears, acted har- 
moniously with his brethren. 
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dio INTRODUCTION 
geniously conducted, and for a time the 
work made a very considesable impression. 
Many were led, in consequence of it, to re- 
view their grounds of belief in the doctrine 
of the Trinity ; and the faith of several was 
shaken. 

Up to this period (1810) Unitarianism 
was hardly admitted to have an existence 
in the Congregational churches of Boston 
and the vicinity. ‘ Many complaints were 
made, that the Boston clergy were ‘slan- 
derously reported’ to be Unitarians.””— 
The opinion was inculcated “that they did 
not differ materially from their clerical breth- 
ren through the country ;” and the fact that, 
when abroad, they frequently were not invit- 
ed to preach, was attributed to the false 
charges of Unitarianism under which their 
reputation suffered. But the time has now 
come, when the existence and prevalence 
of the heresy in Boston could not be much 
longer concealed. The truth had been leak- 
ing out, in conversation, in letters, and pe- 
riodical works, for several years, and the tra- 
ces of it were becoming continually more 
evident and palpable. The pulpit was in- 
deed masked and silent. 1 do not now re- 
collect a sermon from a Congregational min- 
ister in Boston or the surrounding region, 
which directly contravened the doctrine of 
the Trinity, previous to 1815. The oppo- 
sition to Evangelical religion -was carried 
on “for the most part in secret, and prose- 
lytes were made, rather by suppressing 
truth, than by explicitly proposing and de- 
fending error.” But in the spring of 1815, 
the cloak of concealment was suddenly tak- 
en off, and so far as the existence of Unita- 
rianism is concerned, a full and unequivocal 
disclosure was made. The temporizing pol- 
icy of Unitarians in this country had long 
been disapproved by their brethren in Eng- 
land, who took effectual means, at last, to 
expose and correct it. Mr. Belsham, in his 
Memoirs of Lindsey, printed in London in 
1812, devoted a whole chapter to publish- 
ing extrrets of letters from this country, and 
giving an account of American Unitarian- 
ism. His work soon found its way across 
the water, and though studiously kept out 
of circulation for about two years, it fell, at 
length, into the hands of those who were 
disposed to make the proper use of it. The 
chapter on American Unitarianism was pub- 
lished in a pamphlet by itself, and a spirited 
review of it was given in the Panoplist for 
June, 1815. These measures introduced 
the controversy between Dr. Worcester and 
Dr. Channing, and constrained Unitarians 
to take a stand before the public. a thing 
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which they manifestly were very unwillj 
to do, and from the consequences of doing 
which they have never recovered. 

When the disclosure and discussions here 
referred to had passed over, and time had 
been given for those ministers and people 
who had already exchanged the religion ¢ 
their fathers for Unitarianism, to avow thei 
faith and take sides for themselves ; it was 
found, as was expected, that a very consid. 
erable impression had been made. The 
number of Unitarian parishes in New Eng. 
land has been variously estimated. Excly. 
sive of professed Universalists, it probably 
ranges between seventy-five and a hundred, 
A very large proportion of these are in Mas. 
sachusets, and in what may be termed the 
Easterly part of it. 

You will be solicitous to know by what 
means this error was promoted, and made 
such gu eye while as yet it was not pro. 
fessed, and while the very existence of jt 
was often denied. This is indeed an inte. 
esting inquiry, and although the remarks ina 
previous numbers may have furnished an an- 
swer to it, in part, it will be needful to con- 
sider it more particularly. 

I have spoken already of the opposition 
which was made to creeds and confessions 
of faith; and to the examination of candi- 
dates for the Gospel ministry. This opposi- 
tion was continued and increased, till these 
impediments in the way of propogating er- 
ror were, in many places, entirely removed. 
I have spoken also of the indifference to re- 
ligious truth which, years ago, began to be 
inculeated. This has long been a favorite 
topic with persons inclined to promote Uni- 
tarianism. *‘ No matter whata man believes. 
Sincerity is all that we have a right to de- 
mand.’ It was this which gave to Unitar- 
ans the appellation of the liberal party.— 
They were those, who professed to care lit- 
tle or nothing about doctrine, and to think 
no better or worse of any one on account o! 
his religious opinions ; who were willing to 
tolerate the errors of others, provided others 
would consent to tolerate theirs; and who 
honoured this blind indifference respecting 
truth and error, with the name of erin, 
I might present many striking examples of 
the feeling which prevailed formerly among 
Unitarians in relation to this point. The 
two following may be regarded as a speci- 
men. ‘The first is from a sermon, preached 
by the Rev. Samuel Cary on the day of his 
ordination, in 1809, as assistant minister 
with Dr. Freemen of Boston. Addressing 
his people, his future charge, he says, “You 
will expect from me no detail of my specu 
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jative opinions. They are really of Too 
LITTLE CONSEQUENCE to be brought for- 
ward ata period so interesting as the pre- 
cent. You know that lam a Christian. I 
have preaehed to you, and shall continue to 
preaeh, Jesus Christ and his Gospel.” p. 33. 
The religious sentiments of a minister “‘ of 
too little consequence”? to his people, to be 
so much as named at his ordination! ‘1 
shall continue to preach Jesus Christ and his 
Gospel.” What is this Gospel ? Of what 
truths does it consist? But this is a point 
which must not be touched—a matter of no 
importance ! ! 

The following is from a sermon by Rev. 
Dr. Porter of Roxbury, delivered before the 
Convention of Congregational Ministers in 
Massachusetts, in 1810. ‘What are we 
to think of the doctrines of original sin and 
total depravity ; of imputation of sin and 
righteouness ; of a trinity in unity; of the 
mere humanity, superangelical nature, or ab- 
solute Deity of Christ ; of particular and gen- 
eral redemption : of moral inability, and the 
total passiveness of man in regeneration ; of 
the special and irresistible operation of the 
Holy Spirit ; of perseverance, or the impos- 
sibility of the believer’s total apostacy ; and, 
to mention no more, the absolute eternity of 
the torments to which the wicked will be 
sentenced at the Jast day? My individual 
belief in respect to the truth or error of these 
points can be of but latéle importance, and 
my subject no way requires that it should 
be given. Neque teneo, neque refello.” 
‘‘] believe that an ianumerable company 
of Christians, who never heard of these 
articles, have fallen asleep in Jesus; and 
that innumerable of the same description 
are following after.”” pp. 19,29. “* Anin- 
numerable company of Christians’? then 
“have fallen asleep in Jesus,” and “ innu- 
merable of the same description are follow- 
ing after,” “who never heard,” either of 
‘the mere humanity, the superangelical 
nature, or absolute Deity of Christ””—who 
never heard” of ‘ redemption,” whether 
general or particular! It would be interest- 
ing to know what views this twice ‘ innu- 
merable company of Christians” have en- 
tertained of Christ and redemption; or 
whether they have entertained any views 
at all. Lam curious to know, too, where 
these “innumerable companies” of good 
Christians have lived, or are now living, 
and by what distinctive appellation they are 

called. 

The indifference to religious doctrine of 
which we have here spoken was absolutely 
necessary to be inculeated, in order to the 
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spread of Unjtarianism. For had the church- 
es retained the same love of truth, and the 
same abiding sense of its value, which were 
felt in the days of our pilgrim fathers, the er- 
ror could scarcely have entered here; or if 
it had entered, it must have been immediate- 
ly detected and suppressed. But when the 
impression is made all around that religious 
truth is of very little consequence ; that one 
doctrine is as good and as safe as another ; 
that sincerity is enough; then the door is 
thrown open to every absurd opinion, and the 
most dangerous errors may be propagated 
without let or hindrance. 

The way being thus opened for the spread 
of Unitarianism, it was promoted by various 
means, as circumstances would allow. It 
was promoted extensively by conversation, 
and a cautious personal intercourse. The 
writings of English Unitarians were procur- 
ed and industriously circulated. Many of 
these were republished in Boston—a work 
for which no body would be responsible, but 
in which many persons were more or less 
engaged.* Periodical publications, too, 
were jnstituted, having the promotion of 
Unitarianism as a leading object. The An- 
thology, which was commenced in 1803, 
and continued till 1811, laboured assiduous- 
ly in this work, especially during the latter 
part of its course. Yet its conductors had 
the effrontery to declare, in their concluding 
address, “‘ We have never lent ourselvesto 
the service of ary party, political or theo- 
logical.” The General Repository com- 
menced in 1812, and was more open and 
violent in its measures, than the Anthology. 
The Christian Disciple commenced in 1813, 
and though, at first, but moderately Unita- 
rian, it accomplished something. The Chris- 
tian Monitor, also, which commenced in 
1806, and consisted of a series of religious 
tracts published quarterly by the Society for 
promoting Christian kowledge, piety, and 
charity, became, before it closed, very de- 
cided, in its predilections for what was call- 
ed the liberal theology. These different 





*In one year (1809) were published Fellowes’ 
Religion without Cant, witha new title, and 
slight alterations; the Improved Version of the 
New Testament; Belsham’s Letters on the char- 
acter and writings of Dr. Priestley; and probably 
others of the like description. 


t An instance of management on the part of the 
conductors of the Christian Monitor is worthy of 
being here recorded. The tract No. ix. is enti- 
tled ‘* An earnest exhortation to a holy life,” and 
‘*a Letter to a young lady on preparation for 
death,” written by William Wake, Archbishop of 
Canterbury. It was said to be published ‘* with 
little variation frem the original;’’ leaving the 
reader to suppose there were only slight verbul 
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periodical works, though writtep, published, 
and patronized, by leading Unitarians, and 
abounding with evidence of the prevalence 
of the error, were not allowed to be urged 
as proof against any particular individuals. 
And when referred to in this view, it was 
customary to pass them off, “as though they 
had been the productions of nobody, and no- 
body was responsible for them.” 

As Unitarianism advanced, the old col- 
lections of hymns, with the doxologies, were 
in many places laid aside, and others of a 
more liberal cast were substituted. Differ- 
ent collections, one for the first church in 
Boston, and another for the church in Brat- 
tle Street, were published in 1808. These 
were so modified, of course, as to leave 
‘* most of the capital doctrines of the Gos- 
pel entirely out of view.” Yet when re- 
ferred to in the Panoplist, as evidence that 
the Brattle Street church had departed from 
the faith, the charge was repelled with ap- 
parent indignation, and the Editor was 
referred to the former collection of hymns, 
which it was said were stiil in use, in which 
he would find his ‘ capital doctrines’ re- 
maining untouched in their proper places.” 
Pan. vol. iv. p 275. 

A circumstance which tended greatly to 
promote the spread of Unilarianism in Bos- 


ton and the surrounding region grew out of 


the rank and standing of some who early 
embraced it. These were, in several in- 
stances, men of respectability and influence 
in civil life, whose naines were a sullicient 
shelter for the busy sectarian, and whose 
opinions the multitude were ready to receive 

most without examination. It was taken 
for granted that what such men as Gov. 
Bowdoin, and Gen. Knox, and President 


Adams, and Chief Justice Parsons believed, ° 


must be right, and to call in question the 
correctness of their speculations, on the au- 
thority even of the Bibie itself, would be 
little less than arrogance. 

The manner in which Unitarianism gain- 
ed the ascendency in Harvard College will 
be considered in another communication.— 
But having once gained the ascendency 
there and in Boston, it will be evident to 
all, that the influence exerted on the sur- 
rounding country must have been immense. 





alterations. But, on comparison, it was found, 
that nearly every sentence in the original tract, 
which treats of the Trinity, of the atonement, of 
the pre-existence and incarnation of Christ, of the 
Divinity and personality of the Holy Spirit, of 
the existence of the devil, and of future eternal 
punishment, was either expunged, or was so mu- 
tilated as no longer to express the sentiment of 
the venerable author 
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The College was continually pouring font, 
its streams—its clergymen, its lawyers, it, 
iiterary and professional men, its various 
publications ; while the city was a centre of 
attraction and influence, not only to Massa. 
chusetts, but to all New England. Here 
counsellors, senators, and representatives, 
from different parts of the Commonwealt), 
were accustomed to reside several week, 
every year. Here, too, men of property 
and leisure frequently visited, and returned 
with an abundance of Boston fashions and 
notions on the subject of religion, as well as 
everything else. 

Add to all this, that Unitarianism, as 
system, is very agreeable to the natural, yp. 
humbled heart—is specially adapted to the 
tastes and inclinations of the gay, thought. 
less, and fashionable world, enying them 
no liberties or gratifications which come any- 
where within the bounds of decency, while 
it quiets their consciences with the name 
and forms of religion, and allays the fear of 
death by promising happiness beyond the 
grave ; and it will not be thought strange— 
with all this variety of adaptation, prepan- 
tion and influence—that a considerable num- 
ber of individuals and churches were secret- 
ly, and it may be almost imperceptibly, cor- 
rupted. 

The concealment practised by the early 
Unitarians of Massachusetts tended greatly 
to favour their designs; but this must be 
the subject of a further letter. 

Yours, &c. 
INVESTIGATOR. 


—==— 
OBJECTIONS AGAINST PRAYER ANSWERED. 


I. Iv is objected that this duty is vain, 
fruiless, and unprofitable ; and that, whether 
we pray for temporal or spiritual blessings. 

1. They say, it isin vain to pray for 
temporal oves, such as the removing of 
sickness, restoration of health, success in our 
business, fruitful and healthful seasons, &c. 
For God has already settled the course of 
nature, the order and connection between 
natural causes and effects ; he has put vir- 
tue and efficacy into such and such means, 
in order to produce such and such ends: 
and therefore of what use can prayer be? 
Can we be so foolish as to expect God will 
break in upon the order of nature, and mi- 
raculously suspend the influence of natural 
causes, in favour of us? In answer to this, 

Ist. It is granted that all natural causes 
have not an aptitude and tendency to pro- 
duce like effects, but do differ according to 
their different natures ; for God, as the 
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forth of nature, has communicated this different 
TS, its virtue and efficacy to them: and this calls 
ariouy [NE for our thankful acknowledgments of his 
tre of woodness, which is one branch of this duty, 
lassa. considered in its largest extent. 1 further 
Here, own, that it is our duty to be found in the 
Lives, use of natural means; for God ordinarily 
ealth, works in, and with them, and not without 
weeks them. To neglect these, and substitute 


perty 
urned 
S and 
ell as 


prayers in their room, would be a tempting 
of him. Nor must we expect that God 
should work real miracles in answer te our 
prayers ; this indeéd he has sometimes done, 

t we live not in any such age; neither 
have we any promises that will warrant 
) such an expectation. Sut notwithstaading 
all these concessions, prayer is very usciul 
J and necessary. For, 

2d. We need the Divine ctrection and 
assistance im the choice and use of suitable 
and proper means. In many cases we are 


much in tue dark, and know not what to 
} 


. Ba 
1, un. 
to the 
ught- 
them 
4 any- 
While 
name 


ear of do. ‘True wisdom of every sort comes 
d the irom God, and is to be sought and obtained 
1e— by prayer. “ifaman lack wisdom, let 
»para- him ask of God, who giveth liberally and 


num- 
ecret- 
', COr- 


upbraideth not.””* ‘ ‘Though there be a spir- 
itin man, it is the imspiration of the Al- 
mighty that giveth him understanding.” 
) The common skill of the husbandinan, by 
which he deals differently with different 
 serts of grain, is attributed to God as his 
> gift; how much more need do physicians 
* and others stand in, of Divine light and di- 
rection in those more difficult and important 
cases, which concern the lives and health of 
men? The skill and wisdom of the wisest, 
if left of God, will soon become foolishness ; 
they soon run into fatal mistakes and over- 
sights: It is left as a great blot upon Asa’s 


early 
reatly 


ist be 


OR. 


SRED. 


bern character, that “in his sickness he sought to 
‘ings. the physicians, and not to the Lord.”*t 

> for 3d. It is not in the power of mere nature, 
ng. of without a Divine concurrence, to exert and 


draw forth any virtue that is put into it.— 


n our 

,» &e. When proper means are used, the success 
rse of depends upon God’s blessing, which he 
ween keeps as a prerogative and sovereignty in 
: vine his own hands ; without that, our bread will 


not nourish us, our clothes will not warm us, 


eans, : n 
nds ¢ nor our physic do us any Our Sav- 
be? iour tells us, ‘‘ Man lives not by bread alone, 


but by every word that proceedeth out of 
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his act.* In short, God still continues gov- 
ernor of this world, and all creatures have 
a necessary dependence upon him, in all 
their operations ; he can easily, without of- 
fering any violence to nature, prevent or 
inflict, remove or continue, temporal judg- 
ments and calamities, as shall best serve 
the wise purposes he has to accomplish. 
‘¢ He is the Lord of life and death, he kills 
and he makes alive, he wounds and heals.” 
‘“‘ He can make it rain uponone city and not 
upon another.”t The winds and clouds are 
under his direction and influence, and are 
made to fulfil his will ;§ and consequently 
there is sufficient room and occasion to de- 
precate those temporal judgments, and to 
supplicate for those temporal mercies, which 
are in part the effects of natural causes. I 
further add, 
4th. That the preventing or removing of 
temporal afilictions, is not the only pos. 
which affords matter for prayer. We nee 
to have all dispensations sanctified to us, to 
have suitable and proportionable supplies and 
supports of grace and strength administered, 
to be prepared for, and in a readiness to ac- 
quiesce in all the determinations of a Divine 
providence. ‘These are greater blessings in 
themselves than the temporal ones we are 
concerned about, and are only to be obtain- 
ed by prayer. ‘The mere exercise of our 
rational faculties, will not suffice to produce 
such effects. Without a Divine supernatu- 
ral concurrence, our consideration of, and 
meditation upon those moral arguments, 
which either the nature of things, or exter- 
nal revelation proposes for our support, will 
be all in vain. We can no more bless mo- 
ral means than we can natural ones to our- 
selves. They are strangely unacquainted 
with the corruption human nature in gene- 
ral, and have little experience of the de- 
este. and moral impotency of their own 
earts in particular, who are not thoroughly 
convinced they have no sufficiency of their 
own, for any thing that is spiritually goed, 
and that their sufficency is of God. His 
readiness to co-operate with us, and freedom 
in working, is a great encouragement, and 
good reason why we should pray and work; 
but we shall never to any good purpose 
“‘ work out our own salvation with fear and 
trembling, till he work in us to will and to 
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bes. the mouth of God.”§ “ And every thing is do of his own good pleasure.”||_ This leads 
al sanctifyed by the word’ofGodand prayer.”’|| to the 

this The “healing of diseases,” as well as “ the 2. Part of the objection, which represents 
vanes forgiveness of sins,” is attributed to God as this duty of prayer for spiritual mercies 
pro- *Jam. i. 5. t Isa. xxviii. 26. * Ps. ciii. 2. t Deut. xxxii. 39. 

g to 32 Chron. xvi. 12. § Matt. iv. 4 + Amos iv. 7. § Ps. exlviii. 8. 

God i! 1 Tim. iv. 6. | Phil. ii. 12, 78 
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vain and fruitless, upon the account of the 
immutability of the Divine Nature and 
Counsels. How can prayer have any ef- 
ficacy, when ‘‘ God is of one mind, and none 
can turn him? He is the God that chan- 
ges not, the same yesterday to-day and 
forever.”’> He will accomplish his own pur- 
poses, whether men pray or not. If pray- 
ing persons receive more mercies than pray- 
erless ones, or than they themselves would 
have received if they had not prayed ; how 
are his counsels immutable and unchange- 
able? This is an objection that is apt to 
puzzle the minds of some serious Christians, 
especially in an hour of temptation: and 
therefore I shall endeavour to set the an- 
swer in as clear and full a light as I can, in 
the following particulars; waving all meta- 
physical niceties, which for the most part, 
only serve to perplex and darken the matter, 
to persons of ordinary capacities. 

Ist. It is a certain and undoubted truth, 
that God’s nature and purposes are immuta- 
ble. This, reason, as well as Scripture, 
obliges us to own ; the contrary supposition 
being utterly inconsistent with the perfec- 
tions of the Diviee nature. If there be a 
change in God, it must be either for the 
better or the worse ; if for the worse, then 
he ceases to be a Being every way perfect, 
or so perfect as he was before the change : 
Besides, it argues weakness and folly to 
change for the worse. If for the better, 
this necessarily supposes his foregoing im- 
perfection ; which contradicts one of the first, 
easiest and clearest notions we bave of God, 
viz. that he is a Being every way perfect. 
If all God’s eternal counsels be most wise, 
holy, just and , there can be no reason 
for a change. Tosuppose any thing should 
fall out in time, which God did not foresee 
from eternity, is todeny the infinity of his 
knowledge; this were realy to undeify that 
blessed Being; for the notion of an imper- 
fect Deity is an absurdity and contradiction. 
Further, how precarious and uncertain must 
the Divine felicity and happiness be, if he 
were of a mutable and passive nature, liable 
to be impressed and afected, as we are, by 
the cries and supplications of his creatures ? 
Upon this supposition, the more exact and 
comprehensive his knowledge was, the great- 
er would his uneasiness and infelicity be: 
whatever difficulties then, we meet with, 
we must adhere to this as a first principle, 
that God is unchangeable. 

2d. It is as certain, that “The effectual 
fervent prayer of the righteous availeth 
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“Job xxiii. 25. 
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much.”* ‘God never said to the seed 
Jacob, seek ye my face in vain.” 
people in ail generations have found it 
ior them to draw near to him. To gq it 
sin vuin to serve God, and thut there is 
no profit in praying to him, is to give the 
lie to the express declarations of Seri 
and to the experiences of real saints in qj 
ages. Hence it follows, 

3d. That these two things (the Divine 
immutability, and the efficacy of prayer) 
are and must be consistent. There is y 
real inconsistency between them, whethe 
we can satisfactorily clear up this matter jy 
our own minds, or not. I own the Cou, 
sels and Decrees of God are a great de 
and have great and many difficulties atten 
ing them, some of which may, perhaps, be 
insuperable to us. Persons of the finest 
thought and learning have found it difhcut 
to reconcile the certainty of the Divine pre. 
science with the contingency of human a. 
tions, and the liberty of the human will; 
and it seems equally difficult to reconcile the 
immutability of the Divine purpose with the 
efficacy of prayer. It becomes us then to 
be very modest and humble in our inquiries 
about things of this nature, not forgetting 
the infinite distance there is between God 
and us. It should not seem strange to us, 
if things relating to his nature and perfec 
tions are too high and big to be ped by 
our dark and narrow minds. Did the apos- 
tle see cause, in his discourses concerning 
some dispensations of Providence, to cry 
out, ‘Oh! the depth of the riches both of the 
wisdom and knowledge of God! how u- 
searchable are his judgments, and his ways 
past finding out!+ And have not we as 
much reason to take up his words in the 
present case ? 

4th. It is certain also, that all God's im- 
mutable purposes are consistent with his 
moral pertections of wisdom, holiness and 
goodness ; the display of the latter being 
his design in the execution of the former. 
Immutability is not God’s only perfection: 
This alone, separate from re and holi- 
ness and goodness, would not be a perfec- 
tion at all. These are as real and eminent 
ones as any whatsoever, and consequently 
must belong to God; and if they do s0, 
must appear in the Ccesigns he forms, and 
the purposes he pursues; since all his ac- 
tions towards the creature are but the exe- 
cution of his eternal counsels. We great- 
ly debase and a the blessed God, 


if we conceive of him as a Being made up 





* James v. 16. + Rom. xii. $3. 
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of mere arbitrary will and bleasure. All 
the volitions of his will are under the con- 
duct of his infinite and unerring wisdom ;— 
‘‘He works all things after the counsel of 
his own will.”* Though such are the per- 
fections of his nature, that he need not con- 
sult, deliberate, or compare one thing with 
another, as we do ; yet his purposes are as 
wise, just, and good, as if they were the re- 
sult of the maturest deliberation and consul- 
tation. : 

God is indeed a sovereign being : Sove- 
reignty is a real perfection of his nature ; 
his will is not subject to our will, or the will 
of any creature; he is neither accountable 
to us, or controulable by us: but sovereign- 
ty is neither his only perfection, nor does 
he ever exercise it to the wrong or blemish 
of any of the rest. We entertain injurious 
thoughts of him, if we think he has taken 
up any purposes inconsistent with his moral 
perfections. Hence it follows, 

5th. That he has not any purposes of be- 
stowing his mercies upon sinners, without 
their praying for them. This is evident 
from what has been said concerning the fit- 
ness of prayer to be the means of our ob- 
taining mercy. It would be unbecoming 
the perfections of God’s nature, and the wis- 
dom of his government, ordinarily to vouch- 
safe it any otler way ; and consequently he 
has not, and never had any purposes or de- 
signs of this nature. ‘This is further verify- 
ed by daily experience ; God does general- 
ly communicate his blessings in answer to 
serious, fervent, humble prayer, and not 
without it. This therefore must always 
have been his purpose and design ; for what 
he does in time, he decreed to do from eter- 
nity. The efficacy of prayer is so far from 
arguing any change in God’s counsels, that 
their immutability does in part secure the ef- 
ficacy of it. Hence it follows, 

6th. That no persons in the neglect of this 
duty, can have any just reason to conclude, 
God has any purposes of bestowing spiritu- 
al and saving blessings upon them. Pur- 
poses of this sort always include and take 
in the means as well as the end. God ob- 
serves this order in the execution and ac- 
complishment of them. Ifhe has designed 
to give you pardon, grace and glory, he has 
designed you should pray for them. You 
may as reasonably expect he should give 
you pardon without repentance and faith, or 
glory without grace, as give you these with- 
out prayer. How foolish and absurd is it 
to object God’s eternal purposes as a reason 





* Eph. i. 11. 
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against this duty; when serious tervent 
prayer is one of the first and most encour- 
aging notices we can have, that there are 
any such gracious purposes in the heart of 
God concerning us ? 

If sinners reply, they shall be made to 
pray one time or other, if God has any 
thoughts of kindness or mercy towards them ; 
such argue like persons that are judicially 
hardened, and finally abandoned by him. 
It is not easy to apprehend what they mean 
by his making them pray. If they expect 
that he should not deal with them as ration- 
al creatures, but that he should offer vio- 
lence to their reason and will; they will 
certainly find themselves deceived and dis- 
appointed: For God has not, and never had 
any such intention or design. What plain- 
er and more powerful calls and commands ; 
what greater encouragements to this duty 
can they have, than what they have already ? 
To neglect it under such invitations, motives 
and promises, and yet expect that God 
should make them pray, is to talk absurdi- 
ties and contradictions. These prayerless 
persons are in the utmost danger of dying 
in their sins, and of perishing forever.— 
And yet it will appear in the Judgment of 
the Great Day, to the conviction of the 
world and these men’s own consciences, 
that the real proper cause of their destruc- 
tion, was not any purpose in God not to 
bestow his mercy uponthem ; but their own 
wilful neglecting to seek it, and obstinate 
refusal when offered to them. It follows, 

7th. That those persons who seriously 
and conscientiously perform this duty, have 
no reason to fear they shall miss of Divine 
mercy, through any secret purposes of God 
not to bestow it ; for he has in the gospel Rev- 
elation, declared his readiness and willing- 
ness to give it forth to persons of this char- 
acter. That is the true indication of the 
Divine will, the rule of our duty, and the 
standard and measure of our hope and ex- 
pectation. After such a revelation of this 
his general purpose, for us to suppose that 
he has any secret will contrary to his re- 
vealed Will, is to make him inconsistent 
with himself, and to charge him with insin- 
cerity and unfaithfulness. They who take 
care to believe and accept of the prom- 
ises, may be assured of their accomplish- 
ment. Such as feel their souls drawn forth 
towards God in earnest desires for spiritual 
blessings, may safely look upon them as 
the initial accomplishment of some of God’s 
gracious purposes towards them. How else 
come they to have such pious and divine 
breathings and tendency of souls? These 
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seem also to Le au earnest of future mercy ; 
and from hence they may comfortably hope 
that he has other purposes to accomplish 
with reference to their pardon and eternal 
salvation. It is not conceivable that a wise 
and good God should purpose within himself 
to put poor sinners upon earnest crying for 
saving mercy, and that this his purpose 
should be actually accomplised ; and yet he 
entertain at the same time other posiitve 
purposes of finally denying and withholding 
that mercy they importunately pray for. If 
these things are not clearly apprehended, 
and taken in by persons of the meanest ca- 
pacities, I add, 

Lastly, That it is foolish and wicked to 
argue from things dark and intricate, against 
those that are plain and obvious. We 
ought to make use of the latter to explain 
the former. Persons of honest minds will 
take this way and method, to discover and 
find out the truth. ‘To reject that which is 
clear and certain, because there are other 
things that are past comprehension, is a sure 
sign of a depraved and vicious temper and 
disposition. Whatever difficulties attend 
the doctrine of the Divine Decrees, prayer 
is a plain commanded duty, that carries its 
own light and evidence along with it; what 
persons have found and may find very 
sweet and profitable. Keep close to this 
duty, and you may cheerfully trust God 
with all events relating to your spiritual and 
eternal welfare. You have nothing to fear 
from his secret purposes. He neither can 
nor will do his creatures any wrong, but 
will be sure to approve himself a Giod of in- 
finite goodness and compassion, in all his 
dealings with them. 

Il. Objections taken from the considera- 
tion of Men, under thew different charac- 
ters of good and bad. 1 begin with the 
latter. 

1. It is objected “That the prayers 
and sacrifices of the wicked are an abom- 
ination to the Lord.”* It is ‘only the 
prayer of the upright that is his delight,” 
and of ‘* the righteous that availeth much.” 
** The carnal mind is enmity against God.” 
‘They that are in the flesh cannot please 
him.”*} Why should they do that which is 
a high provocation to God, and so can be of 
no advantage to themselves? To this I 
reply, 

ist. These expressions can only denote 
the wickedness and misery of the sinner’s 
present condition, and not his freedom from 





* Prov. xv. 8. 
} Rom. viii. 7, 8. 


} Prov. xsi. 27. 
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an obligation to pray: for this is a 4 t 
bound upon him, both by bonds natural . ~ 
supernatural. It is absurd to suppose tha 1 ey se 
Men’s wickedness should disannul thes. mercies 
their obligations: If this could be done nd deg 
bold and daring sinners would soon cane| ey ar 
the most solemn and sacred engagements, em: 
Let men be ever so wicked, they are sii rition ¢ 
Ciod’s creatures, under his yoke and gover. ire of 
ment, and in the enjoyment of many und. alve td 
served favours and blessings. Their pray. erbal 
er and praise is a tribute of homage, due t; of aton 
God, and required by him. Till they cay mer «ae 
dissolve the relation, they can never fie: [BP apeturn | 
themselves from that duty which necesg:. hey ™ 




























rily results from it. Though they have los or for 
their moral power and disposition to pray in may g 
an acceptable manner, God has not lost his suspic 
right of commanding: He requires nothing ‘ the 


but what they once had a power to perform; and f 
and that it is not in part restored to them, J @Certai 
is their own inexcusable fault. The great. Fe Mtweer 
er their wickedness is, the greater is thei Spirit 
guilt, misery and danger. This is what nore 
sinners should seriously weigh and consider, he d 
deeply lament and lay to heart, and not think ture 
to plead their sins of commission as an ex- er k 
cuse for their neglect of duty. bnatic 
2d. ‘The design of the forementioned scrip- of ki 


ture expressions, is not to discourage sin- J yconti 
ners from praying. Who more vile thao Pio ti 
Simon Magus? He was “in the gall of thei 
bitterness and bond of iniquity ;?? and yet JR ghav 
the apostle calls upon him to “repent ani J may 


pray to God, if perhaps the thoughts of his 


heart might be forgiven him.”* As serious FD *¥* 
prayer is one of the first evidences of real 
conversion, so it is required asa means of ret 
obtaining the first special grace. After God 


had promised to “ give a new heart anda th 
new spirit, to take away the stony heart, 
and to give a heart of flesh ;’? he adds, 


“yet for this will I be inquired of by the : 
house of Israel, to do it for them.%; Ii BP 9 
“earthly parents that are evil, know how to 4 = 
give good gifts unto their children, how — 9 * 
much more shall our heavenly Father give PF 


7 
the Holy Spirit to them that ask him 2” om | 

3d. A distinction must be made between ©) ' 
one sinner and another, and between the &§ 
nature and quality of the prayers they offer | #5 
to God. All unsanctified men are not P93 
equally and alike wicked, norare their pray- [9 
ers alike displeasing and provoking to him. 
Some sinners are presumptuous a secure ; 
others are convinced and awakened, under 
a mighty concern and solicitude of soul, 


~~ 





* Acts viii. 21. 
1 Luke xi. 13. 


+ Ezek. xxxvi. 26. 37. 
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Hmay consume it upon their lusts.”’*7 
no just discouragenient to convinced and 
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yout their reconciliation and salvation.— 
Some do not really pray, when in words 
hey seem to do it; their desires of spiritual 
mercies, do not merely fall short im measure 
nd degree of what they ought to be, but 
ey are altogether void and destitute of 
hem. Instead of feeling any inward con- 
rition of soul for sin, or any purpose or de- 
ire of better obedience, they secretly re- 
olve to continue in sin, and look upon their 
verbal confessions and petitions, as a kind 


Yof atonement for, and payment of, their for- 
Ger debts ; and are thence encouraged to 


eturn afresh to the commission of them: or 


“they make use of prayer as a cloak and cov- 
er for their secret wickedness, that they 


ay go on in it, without any detection or 


“uspicion from others. Our Saviour tells us, 


‘the pharisees devoured widows houses, 
and for a pretence made long prayers.’”* 
‘ertainly there is a mighty difference be- 
ween such prayers as are the effects of the 


Spirit’s influences, though in a lower and 
more common degree, and such as are only 


he dictates and breathings of depraved na- 


Pture in them. They are chiefly these lat- 
Ster kind of prayers, that are styled an abom- 
jnation. When persons go on in a course 


of known wilful sin, and are resolved to 
continue in it, their ‘* way is an abomination 


Sto the Lord ;” and this is one reason why 
their sacrifices are so. 


“They ask and 
have not, because they ask amiss, that they 
This is 


awakened sinners, who are in the hand of 
the Spirit, entertaining serious thoughts of 
returning to God. ‘They may and ought to 
go back, with “* weeping and supplications,”” 
though they have not assurance of success, 
equal with that which God’s covenant peo- 
ple have ; yet the graciousness of the Di- 
vine nature, the perfection of Christ’s satis: 
faction, the general promises of the gospel, 
and the experiences of other sinners, afford 
a sufficient ground of comfortable hope.— 
They are commanded “to call upon the 
Lord while he may be found, to seek him 
while he is near.” ‘* Let the wicked for- 
sake his way, and the unrighteous man his 
thoughts ; and let him return to the Lord, 
and he will have mercy on him; and to our 
God, for he will abundantly pardon.”*} God 
heard Ephraim ‘bemoaning himself, and 
praying thus, Turn thou me and [I shall be 
turned, for thou art the Lord my God :” 
And it follows, ‘“‘Is Ephraim my dear son ? 
Is he a pleasant child? For since I spoke 





* Luke xx. 47. {Jamesiv. 2. fsa. lv. 6. 7. 


against him, I do earnestly remember him, 
still therefore my bowels are troubled for 
him, I will surely have mercy on him, saith 
the Lord.”’* God did not reject the prayers 
of Manasseh in his affliction, notwithstand- 
ing his former vile abominations ; nor of the 
Prodigal at his return; nor of Saul the per- 
secutor, when lying on the ground under 
the greatest anguish and astonishment ‘be 
cried out, * Lord what wilt thou have me 
to do?”t Though unconverted sinners are 
not in a state of justification and acceptance 
with God, and consequently their services 
can not be throughout pleasing to him; yet 
he does not overlook the least moral good 
that is wrought in them, or done by them ; 
as in the case of Ahab. So far as their de- 
sires in prayer are influeneed by the Divine 
Spirit, so far they are pleasing to God.— 
How far Christ by his intercession may con- 
cern himself in such prayers, and obtain the 
blessings prayed for, is not so fully reveal- 
ed, as to admit of an easy determination.— 
After all, I add 

Lastly, That the state of every uncon- 
verted sinner, is very hazardous and de- 
plorable : a state not to be rested in. Their 
immediate duty is both to repent and pray ; 
that they have continued so long, and are at 
present in an unregenerate state, is their in- 
excusable sin. Till a sanctifying change 
passes upon them, they are under the unhap- 
py re of sinning more or less, in what- 
ever they do. ‘* The very plowing of the 
wicked is sin.”Q While this is their wretched 
condition, the performance of this duty of 
prayer, in the best manner they are able, 
lays them under less guilt than a total wil- 
ful neglect of it will bring them under. 

2. It is objected that they cannot pray. 
They want ability for it, and God does not 
require of them impossibilities. 

The meaning of this objection is, either 
that they want the spirit of prayer, or that 
they want the gift: If they mean the form- 
er, it is the same in substance with the fore. 
going objection, that has been already an- 
swered. Only let such remember, that the 
Spirit of adoption, is a Spirit of grace 
and supplication. It puts persons upon 
crying, Abba Father. By owning that 
you want this Spirit, you do in effect dis- 
claim all special relation to God as a Father, 
and all night to the privileges of the sons 
of God. Methinks such a thought as this 
should startle and awaken you, and quicken 
you to pray as well as youcan, for the pour- 





* Jer. xxxi. 18. 20. 
t Acts ix. 6. 


¢ 2 Chron. xxxiii. 19. 
§ Proy. xxi. 4. 
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ing forth of this Spirit upon you, that you 
may be enabled to pray by it. But if the 
meaning be that you want the gift of prayer, 
an ability to express yourselves in decent 
and becoming words before God upon all 
proper occasions ; I reply, 

Ist. That it is better you should make 
use of suitable well composed forms, than 
wholly neglect this duty, or perform it to 
the scorn and contempt of those that join 
with you. I find not any thing in Scrip- 
ture against the lawfulness of using forms 
of prayer. It is hard to charge the body of 
Dissenters in general with denying the law- 
fulness of forms, when some of our most 
eminent divines have frequently expressed 
the contrary, and in some of their writings 
have drawn very excellent ones.* When 
persons really need this help, I do not see 
that God has any where denied them a lib- 
erty of this nature. The Spirit’s assistance 
consists principally in directing our aims and 
ends in this duty, in stirring up spiritual af- 
fections, and working upon those divine 
graces already implanted 1m us. It savours 
of an uncharitable, unchristian spirit, to con- 
fine and limit praying by the Spirit, to any 
one particular way in use among Christians 
of different denominations. But yet I add, 

2d. That the gift of prayer is attainable. 
Few, if any, are of so mean capacity but 
that they might attain it, in such a measure 
as is necessary for them, in that station and 
circumstance the providence of God has fix- 
ed them. Inability for commanded duty is 
always culpable. God is no hard master, 
expecting to reap where he has not sown. 
If they are masters of families, who make 
this complaint ; why did they not consider 
the duty of such relation before they enter- 
ed into it? It is a great sin to take those 
trusts upon them, which they have no capa- 
city faithfully to discharge. God always 
either finds, or makes his servants in some 
measure fit for the service he calls them to. 
If you were too careless and negligent in 
your preparations for such a relation before- 
hand, you ought to be so mueh the more 
diligent and industrious afterwards. Daily 
mares study your Bible. Acquaint your- 
selves with the precepts and agers con- 
tained in it. And then study your own 
hearts. Labour after an affecting sight and 
sense of the corruption and guiltiness of hu- 
man nature, and of your own wants and ne- 
cessities, sins and mercies in particular.— 
This will soon furnish you with abundant 





* See P-xter’s Poor Man’s Family Book. And 
Henry’: ‘iethod of Prayer. 
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matter for prayer. Men’s dryness and bar. 
renness in words, too often proceeds from ; 
blind and ignorant mind, and a cold, insens;. 
ble, unaffected heart: It is scarce Supposable 
but some measure of the gift will always 
accompany the spirit of prayer. Therefore. 

3d. Make conscience of praying accor. 
ing to the ability you have. “ Stir up the 
gift that is in you,” though at present it be 
very weak and imperfect. Especially do 
this in secret between God and your own 
souls. Tie not up yourselves then to ; 
stinted form of words ; but pour out your 
hearts before him. Tell him, as you can 
all that is in your hearts. If he sees they 
are warm and serious, he will readily over. 
look any improprieties there may be in your 
expressions. This spiritual gift is like most 
other acquired habits, which are obtained. 

—— and perfected, by frequent use 
and exercise. Persons that honestly make 
the trial, will, in all probability, find the at. 
tainment much easier than they expected, 
as others have done before them. How 
many have excelled this way, that in other 
respects were persons but of mean and or 
dinary capacities? This should shame those 
of more understanding and knowledge ; for 
it too plainly shews, that slothfulness and 
disaffection to the duty, and not an incurable 
inability, is the cause of their neglect. 

3d. Their plea, who object want of time 
and /eisure, is so shameful and trifling, that 
it carries its own confutation with it. | 
becomes not the mouth of those who believe 

a God and providence, who know the need 
they stand in of his daily direction and con- 
duct, protection and supply; and that the 
success of all their undertakings, together 
with thair happiness in time and eternity, 
depend upon his blessing and favour. We 
have more to do with God, than with the 
whole world. Have we time to eat, drink, 
and sleep in; time for our worldly business, 
diversions and recreation ; time for needless 
visits, and unprofitable conversations with 
our fellow creatures; and have we no time 
to pray in? God allows us sufficient time 
for every duty, if we are careful and skilful 

duly to proportion it. They know nothing 

of the nature and advantage of prayer, who 
think their time thus spent is lost, or that 
they could spend it any other way to better 
advantage. This part of godliness is par- 
ticularly “‘ profitable for all things, having 
the promise of the hfe that now is, and of 
that which is to come.*” 

I shall conclude with suggesting a few 





*1 Tim. iv. 8. 
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i VUBIBCTIONS AGAINST 
4a 


things in answer to the complaints and ob- 
sections 

ea of good men: There are only two 
| shall take notice of. 

j. Some complain that that they cannot 
pray with that warmtie and ferveney which 
is required. They find great backwardness 
of heart to the duty, great deadness and 
coldness init. It is only “¢ the effectual fer- 
vent prayer of the righteous that avails.””— 
They had as good not pray at all, as to pray 
to no purpose. 

Ist. This complaint possibly does proceed 
from mistaken notions about the true na- 
ture of spiritual fervency. Some Chris- 
tians place it in such things wherein it does 
not lie; which at the best are but external, 
uncertain signs of it: Such, for instance, as 
the loudness and earnestness of the voice in 
prayer, bodily gestures and motions, the af- 
fectionateness of the words and expressions 
that are used, the mere length of the duty, 
or a frequent repetition of the same things. 
Or else they place it in the brisk motion of 
the animal spirits, or in the warm and ve- 
hement workings of the natural passions and 
affections: Whereas great allowances in 
these things must be made for men’s natu- 
ral tempers and constitutions. They pray 
fervently in the account of God, who in that 
duty are in the vigorous exercise of those 
eraces which have their principal seat in the 
intellectual and rational part of the soul : 
The intenseness of whose desires after mer- 
cy bears some proportion to its intrinsic val- 
ue and excellency ; and who follow their 
prayers with serious humble pleas, taken 
trom God’s nature and name, his perfections 
and promises ; and who persevere and hold 
on, maintaining faith and holy importunity, 
notwithstanding any seeming delay and dis- 
couragements they seem to meet with. Of 
this the Woman of Canaan is an eminent 
instance.* If some serious melancholy Chris- 
tians had but clearer light and information in 
these things; it would goa great way to- 
wards scattering their fears, and resolving 
their doubts and scruples of this nature. | 
doubt not but many of them, like the poor 
Publican,} have come off their knees yudg- 
ing and condemning themselves, when they 
have been justifyed and accepted by the 
great God. Consider, 

2d. Whether what you complain of be 
stated and habitual, or only occasional and 
accidental. The best saints are not always 
in the same frame, or ina good one. Seve- 
ral things do sometimes fall out, that do al- 





* Matt. xv. 22. t Luke xviii. 11. 
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most unavoidably we us out of frame and 
tune for prayer and praise. But our great 
comfort is, that our state does not change as 
often as our frame; nor must we judge of that, 
or of the ordinary success of our prayers, by 
such accidental occurrences. 

3d. When itis the best with Christians, 

they will feel something or other to complain 
of. There are sinful defects in their faith, 
love, and fervency, and will be, so long as 
they are in this state ofimperfection : though 
these are just matter for humiliation, they 
are not sufficient ground of dispondency and 
discouragement. Whilst Christians lament 
and strive against the deadness and coldness 
of their unbelieving hearts, they may take 
comfort in the mercy of God, and the medi- 
ation of Jesus Christ. There may be sin- 
cerity where there is little discernable fer- 
vency ; and such prayers God will not de- 
spise. 

4th. Suppose the case be as bad as you 
fear and complain ; this only calls for repent- 
ance and reformation, but can be no justifia- 
ble reason for neglecting and throwing off 
the duty. You must not live without pray- 
er, you will not, you cannot, if real Chris- 
tians. That which lies before you is to be- 
wail your past sloth and indifference ; and 
take more pains with your hearts for the fu- 
ture, both in your preparation for it, and per- 
formance of it. Depend upon, and call in, 
the Spirit’s aid and assistance. Represent 
to, and urge upon your minds, such conside- 
rations as are most likely to be affecting and 
moving: and do not leave off till you feel 
your hearts burning within you. Then 
will your prayers avail most with God, 
when they have a due efficacy upon your- 
selves. 

2. It is objected also by good men, that 
they have prayed as fervently as they could, 
and yet find no considerable advantage. 
They receive not those answers they expec- 
ted. They see not but prayerless persons 
are as happy as they. 

Ist. There can be no truth in this objec- 
tion, because it directly contradicts the word 
of God, and the experience of other saints. 
These persons are some way or other mis- 
taken. Either their prayers have not the 
due qualifications required, or they have 
wrong notions concerning their efficacy and 
answer. Some expect more than ever God 
promised; they look for that absolutely, 
which he has promised only conditionally 
and with limitation. They expect greater 
measures of holiness and comfort than he 
sees fit to vouchsafe in this initiatory and 
imperfect state. Or they take upon them 
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to determine when and how far temporal 
mercies are good for them; though this be 
a prerogative God has reserved for himself. 
Hence it comes to pass, 

2d. That they often overlook and disre- 
gard the answers he graciously returns.— 
They think often-times their prayers are not 
answered, when indeed they are. Are you 
enabled to hold on in the way of your duty, 
notwithstanding discouragements to continue 
praying? And do you maintain your ground 
against temptation and opposition? Why 
should you not look upon this as a consider- 
able answer of prayer? Were it not for the 
daily supplies of mercy you meet with, at 
the throne of grace, to help in time of 
need, your faith and every other grace 
would have failed long before this time. If 
God has not always given you in the par- 
ticular mercy, either temporal or spiritual ; 
has not he given that which was as good or 
better? He always answers (as one ex- 
ep it)either in kind or kindness. When 

e denies one temporal mercy, he sometimes 
gives another that is more suitable and ne- 
cessary for us in our present circumstances ; 
or he makes up the want of what he denies, 
in spiritual mercies. As to these, if he de- 
ny that measure of inward comfort and joy, 
which we are very desirous of, and in the 
room thereof give us greater degrees of hu- 
mility, mortification, self-denial, &c. we have 
no reason to complain. God always an- 
swers the general design and intention of 
his people’s gs in doing that which, all 
things considered, is most for his own glory 
and their spiritual and eternal welfare. 

Lastly : Though all your prayers are not 
immediately answered, it does not follow 
they never shall be. There are many 

yers upon the file that shall be answered 
in future time, sometimes to the posterity of 
God’s praying people, long after they are 
dead and in their graves. He may wisely 
delay his answer, to try the faith and pa- 
tience of his people ; or till they are in the 
best disposition to receive and improve the 
mercies they have been praying and wait- 
ing for. We must not prescribe to, or lim- 
it the Holy One of Israel. Our duty is, 
“to wait patiently for the Lord, till he in- 
cline his ear and hear our cry.’”* 

Thus I have considered the most mate- 
rial objections against Prayer in general. 
Particular objections against the several 
kinds of it, could not be comprised in a sin- 
gle discourse: But these may receive an 
easy solution from the answers that have 
been given to the foregoing ones. 

* Psalm xi. 1. 
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And now Christians, the impedimen 
and obstructions being removed out 7 
way of this duty, I hope you will be th 
more constant and cheerful in the practice : 
it. Dare not to detain or imprison the truth 
of God in unrighteousness, Live not jy 
the neglect of it, against the light and con. 
viction of your own minds; since it js 
plain and reasonable and excellent a dy 
and nothing of weight can be objected agains 
it—Eastcheap Lecture. 


a 


Havine on a former occasion published {ip 
Eighteen Articles of the Synod of Dort, respect. 
ing the doctrine of Election, as translated by Dr 
Scott, we thinkit may not be amiss to publish ti 
Rejection of Errors on this subject, from the sans 
source. And it may not be improper here to inti. 
mate our intention, providence permitting, to pub. 
lish Dr. Scott’s translation of the HisTory o 
EVENTS, which made way for the meeting of tha; 
Synod, as published by the authority of the State 
General, so soon as_we shall have completed the 
publication of the Letters on the introduction and 
Progress of Unitarianism in New-England. 
Rejection of Errors by which the Belgick 
Churches have for some time been dis- 
turbed. 


The orthodox doctrine of Election ani 
Reprobation, having been stated, the Sy- 
nod rejects the errors of those, 

1. Who teach that “the will of God, con- 
cerning the saving of those who shall be- 
lieve, and persevere in faith and the obedi- 
ence of faith, is the whole and entire decree 
of election unto salvation; and that there is 
nothing else whatever concerning this decree 
revealed in the word of God.”? For these 
persons impose upon the more simple, and 
manifestly contradict the sacred Scripture, 
which testifies, not only that God will save 
those who shall believe, but also that he 
hath chosen certain persons from eternity to 
whom, in preference to others, (pre aliis) 
he may, in time, give faith and _persever- 
ance: as it is written, “ I have made known 
thy name unto the men whom thou hast 
given me.” John xvii. 6. Also, ** As ma- 
ny as were ordained unto eternal life believ- 
ed.”? Acts xii. 48. And, “He hath cho- 
sen us before the foundation of the world, 
that we should be holy,” &c. Eph. i. 4. 

2. Who teach that “* The election of God 
to eternal life is of different kinds (multipli- 
cem) : one, general and indefinite ; another, 
singular and definite: And again, this either 
incomplete, evocable, not peremptory, ot 
conditional; or else complete, irrevocable, 
peremptory, or absolute.” In like manner, 
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«« that one election is to faith, another to sal- 
yation: so that there may be an election to 
justifying faith, without a peremptory elec- 
tion to salvation.”? This is indeed a com- 
ment excogitated by the human brain with- 
out the Scriptures, corrupting the doctrine 
of election, and dissolving this golden chain 
of salvation: ‘*Whom he predestinated, 
them he also called, whom he called, those 
he also justified, and whom he justified, 
those he also glorified.” Rom. vii. 30.* 
3. Who teach, “ That the good pleasure 
and purpose of God, which the Scripture 
inentions in the doctrine of election, does 
not consist in this, that Gud before selected 
certain men above the rest (prw eliis) ; but 
in this, that God chose, that from among all 
possible conditions, (among which are alse 
the works of the law,) or from the order of 
all things, the act of faith, ignoble in itself, 
and the imperfect obedience of faith, should 
be the condition of salvation; and willed 
(voluerit) graciously to account this instead 
of perfect obedience, and to judge it of the 
reward of eternal life or by this perni- 
cious error, the good pleasure of God and 
the merit of Christ are enervated, and men 
are called isputations, 


>, , - 7 
away by unprofitable < 


WW 
from the truth of gratuitous justification and 


the simplicity of the Scriptures ; and that of 
the apostle is accused of falsehood: ‘ God 
hath called us with a holy calling; not of 
works, but of his own purpose and grace, 
which was given us in Christ Jesus, before 
the world began.” 2 Tim. i. 9.7 

A. Who teach that “In election to faith 
this condition is pre-required, that man 
should rightly use the light of nature, that 
he should be honest, lowly, humble, and 


by his Spirit working in due season; they through 
grace obey the calling, they be justified freely, 
they be made the children of God by adoption, 
they be made like the image of the only begotten 
Son Jesus Christ, they walk religiously in good 
works, and at length by God’s mercy they attain 
to everlasting felicity.” —Art. xvii. 

t ** We are accounted righteous before God on- 
ly for the merit of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ, by faith, and not for our own works or 
deservings.”’—Art. xi. ‘* Faith is the only hand 
which putteth on Christ unto justification; and 
Christ the only garment which, being so put on, 
covereth the shame of our defiled nature, hideth 
the imperfection of our works, preserveth us 
blameless in the sight of God; before whom oth- 
erwise, the weakness of our faith were cause suf- 
ficient to make us culpable: yea, to shut us from 
the kingdom of heaven, where nothing that is not 
absolute can enter.””"—Hooker. The error refuted 
in this article, is as contrary to the doctrine of our 
church, as to that of the Synod of Dort. 


Vou. vu. 


oY ‘Lk 


SYNOD UF LORI. Iys 
pend.”? For they savour of Pelagius, and 
by no means obscurely accuse the apostle of 
falsehood in writng—‘* Among whom we 
also had our conversation in times past, in 
the lusts of the flesh, fulfilling the desires of 
the flesh and of the mind; and were by na- 
ture the children of wrath, even as others. 
But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great 
love wherewith he loved us, even when we 
were dead in sins, hath made us alive to- 
gether with Christ, (by grace ye are saved.) 
And hath raised us up together in heavenly 
places in Christ Jesus, that in the ages to 
come he might show the exceeding riches of 
his grace, in his kindness towards us through 
Christ Jesus. lor by grace are ye saved, 
through faith; and that not of yourselves, 
it is the gift of God; not of works, lest any 
man should boast.’? Eph. i. 3—9.* 

5. Who teach that “* Election of individ- 
uals to salvation, incomplete and not peremp- 
tory, is made from foreseen faith, repentance, 
and sanctity and piety begun, and for some- 
time persevered in: but that complete and 
peremptory election is from the foreseen final 
perseverance of faith, repentance, holiness, 
and piety: and that this is the gracious and 
evangelical worthiness, on account of which, 
he who is elected, is moré deserving than 
he who is not elected: and therefore, faith, 
the obedience of faith, holiness, piety, and 
perseverance, are not the fruits or effects 
of immutable election to glory, but the con- 
ditions and causes required before hand, and 
foreseen as if they were performed in the 
persons to be elected, without which there 
cannot be complete election.”? This is what 
opposes the whole scripture, which every- 
where assails (ingerit) our ears and hearts 
with these and other sayings: ‘ Election is 
not of works, but of him that calleth.” 
Rom. ix. 11. ‘ As many as were ordain- 
ed to eternal life, believed.” Acts xiii. 48. 
‘* He chose us to himself, that we might be 
holy.” Eph. i. 4. ‘ Ye have not chosen 
me, but I have chosen you.” John xv. 16. 
“If it is of grace, it is not of works.” 
Rom. xi. 6. ‘Herein is love: not that 
we loved God, but that he loved us, and 
sent his own Son.” 1 John iv. 10.f 

6. Who teach that, ‘‘ Not all election to 
salvation is immutable, but that some elect 





* This error requires from unregenerate man, 
and ascribes to nature, that which is the effect of 
regeneration and grace. Prov. xvi. 1. James i. 
15—17. Second Collect. Evening Service. 

¢ Some of the texts here adduced seem not de- 
cidedly conclusive, but may be otherwise explain- 
ed; but others might be easily substituted, Eph. 
ii. 4,5.9,10. 2 Tim.i.9. Jamegi. 17,18. 1 
Pet. i. 2. 
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persons, no decree oi God preventing (ob- 
stante), may perish, and do perish eternal- 
ly.” By which gross error they make God 
mutable, subvert the consolation of the god- 
ly concerning the stability of their election, 
and contradict the sacred scriptures, where- 
by we are taught that the elect cannot be 
deceived: Matt. xxiv. 4, that “Christ loses 
not those who were given to him by the 
Father.” John vi. 39. That ** those whom 
he (God) hath predestinated, called, and 
justified, them he also glorifies.” Rom. viii. 
30.* 

7. Who teach that, * In this life there is 
no fruit, no sense, no certainty of immutable 
election to glory, except from a mutable and 
contingent condition.” But, besides that it 
is absurd to mention an uncertain certainty, 
(ponere incertam certitudinem) these 
things are opposite to the experience of the 
saints, who, with the apostle, exult in the 
consciousness of their election, and celebrate 
this benefit of God ; who rejoice with the 
disciples, according to Christ’s admonition, 
‘¢ that their names are written in heaven.” 
Luke x. 20. Who finally oppose the feel- 
ing of election to the fiery darts of diabolical 
temptations, inquiring, ‘‘ who shall lay any 
thing to the charge of God’s elect.”” Rom. 
vill. 33. 

8. Who teach that, ‘“‘God has not de- 
creed from his own mere just will, to leave 
any in the fall of Adam, and in the common 
state of sin and damnation, or to pass them 
by in the communication of grace necessary 
to faith and conversion.”” For that passage 
stands firm, ‘“‘ He hath merey on whom he 
will have mercy, and whom he will he har- 
deneth.” Rom. ix. 18. Also, “I glorify 
thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, 
for that thou hast hid these things from the 
wise and prudent, and hast revealed them 
unto babes; even so Father, for so it hath 
pleased thee.”” Matt. xi. 25, 26. 

9. Who teach that, ‘The reason why 
God sends the gospel to one nation rather 
than another is not the mere and sole good 
pleasure of God ; but because this nation is 








* John x. 27—30. 2 Thes. ii. 13, 14. 
i. 5. 23—25 1 John iii. 9. v. 18. 

t See Art. xii. on Predestination.—*The godly 
oonsideration of predestination and our election 
in Christ is full of sweet, pleasant, and unspeaka- 
ble comfort to godly persons; and such as feel in 
themselves the working of the Spirit of Christ, 
mortifyng the works of the flesh, and their earth- 
ly members, and drawing up their minds to high 
and heavenly things; as well because it doth great- 
ly establish and confirm their faith of eternal sal- 
vation, tobe enjoyed through Christ, as because 
at doth fervently kindle their love towards God.”? 
— Art. xvii. of the Church of England. 
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better and more deserving than that to Which 
the gospel is not communicated.” Ye 
Moses recals the people of Israel from this 
saying, ** Behold the heavens and the heaven 
of heavens is the Lord thy God’s ; the eart) 
also, with all that therein is; only the Lord 
had a delight in thy fathers to love them. 
and he chose their seed after them, even 
you above all people, as it is this day.” 
Deut. x. 14, 15. And Christ : “ Woe un. 
to thee Chorazin ! Woe unto thee Bethsaj. 
da! for if the mighty works that are done 
in thee, had been done in Tyre and Sidon, 
they would have repented long ago in sack. 
cloth and ashes.”? Matt. xi. 21.* 

“That we thus think and judge, we tes. 
tify by the subscription of our hands.” 

Then follows a list of the names of al! 
those who subscribed and attested these ar. 
ticles, and refutations, among whom are 
found, George, Bishop of Landaff, John Da- 
venant, Presbyter, Doctor, and public pto- 
fessor of sacred Theology in the Caivesns 
of Cambridge, and at the same time presi- 
dect (prases) of King’s College. Samuel 
Ward, Pesbyter, Archdeacon Feethiee 
sis Doctor of sacred Theology, and head of 
Sidney College of the University of Cam- 
hridge. Thomas Goad, Presbyter, Doctor 
of sacred Theology, and preceptor of the 
cathedral church of St. Paul, London. Wal- 
ter Balcanqual ( Scoto-Brittanus, )a Scotch- 
man, Presbyter, Batchelor of sacred theolo- 
gy ; with very many others from various 
parts of the continent of Europe, amounting 
to above eighty. These were deputed by 
churches, differing from each other, in va- 
rious respects, Episcopalians, Presbyterians, 
and those in some of the regions which are 
generally accounted Lutheran, and men that 
occupied the most important stations in the 
church and Universities of their several 
countries ; yet they all subscribed these ar- 
ticles of the Synod, agreeing in this respect 
though not in others. For it cannot be sup- 
posed, that they who opposed, or were 
much dissatisfied with any of the conclu- 
sions, would thus voluntarily and solemnly 
attest and subscribe to the same decisions. 
This consideration should, in all reason, at 
least induce us to give these articles a can- 
did and attentive examination, comparing 
them carefully with the scriptures of truth, 
and praying for the teaching of the Holy 
Spirit, that we may not be so left “ to lean 
to our own understanding,” as to reject and 





* This shows that the election of nations is re- 
ally as opposite to the Anticalvinists’ ideas of di- 
vine justice as the election of individuals. 
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even to revile that, which perhaps may, in 
great part at least, accord with the ‘sure 
testimony ol God.” 
é . 
FARTHER PROCEEDINGS IN THE CASE OF THE 
REV. ALBERT BARNES. 

In our number for Nov. page 358, we gave from 
a pamphlet published by the Rev. Mr. MeCalla, a 
narrative of the Proceedings of the Presbytery of 
Philadelphia in the case of the Rev. Albert Barnes, 
in which it appeared that a protest had been cn- 
tered by a minority, against the decision of said 
Presbytery granting leave to the commissioners 
{rom the first Presbyterian Church of Pihiladel- 
phia to prosecute a call for Mr Barnes, before the 
Presbytery of Elizabethtown. The reasons for 
this Protest were, that the said Mr. Barnes in a 
printed sermon, entitled, the ‘* Way of Salvation,” 
had broached errors opposed to the doctrinal stan- 
dards of the Presbyterian Church, on the subject 
of Original Sin, the Atonement, Man’s Ability, 
Justification, and some others, which they consid- 
ered of exceedingly dangerous tendency; and be- 
cause ‘notwithstanding,’ it was decided on a 
previous question by a vote of 37 to 10, that it was 
the right of the Presbytery, in examining the 
qualifications of their own members, to bring the 
said printed sermon of Mr. Barnes under review 
and to draw from it arguments for, or against the 
prosecution of the cali, yet in the final vote a 
number of those who voted in the majority whilst 
expressing their dissent from Mr. Barnes’ doc- 
trines, declared that they were guided in their vote 
by the consideration that Presbytery had no right 
to enquire into Mr. Barnes’ Theological views, or 
to make them a ground of objection to the Prose- 
cution of the Call. 

The subject was brought before the Synod of 
Philadelphia, at Lancaster, in October last. In 
the course of discussion a long paper of explana- 
tions was read by Mr. Barnes in answer to the 
exceptions against his doctrine, contained in the 
protest. (See Rel. Mon. p. 365.) The Synod at 
last, on the 30th Oct., issued the matter by the 
folowing resolutions, viz: 

Ist. Resolved, Thatthe Presbytery of Philadel- 
phia, in not allowing the examination of Mi. Barnes, 
in connection with his printed sermon previously to 
his reception as a member of Presbytery, and es- 
pecially before his installation as Pastor of the Ist 
Presbyterian Church of Philadelphia, gave just 
ground of complaint to the minority. 

24. Resolved, That the complainants be referred 
back to the Presbytery of which they are members, 
with an injunction to that Presbytery to hear and 
decide on their objections to the orthodoxy of the 
Sermon of Mr. Barnes, and to take such order on 
the whole subject, as is required by a regard to the 


purity of the Church, and its acknowledged doctrines 
and order.” 


Two days after this, on the 2d Nov., the Pres- 
bytery of Philadelphia met at Philadelphia. The 
Clerk of the Presbytery, Mr. Engles. reported the 
Act of the Synod of Philadelphia, in the case of 


the complainants, relative to Mr. Barnes. After 
which, the Rev. Dr. Ely moved ‘ that in conse- 
quence of the minute and order of the Synod of 
Philadelphia this day reported to this Presbytery, 
and above recorded, the Presbytery will now pro- 
ceed to take up and consider the charges which 
were presented against the Rey. A. Barnes, on the 
23d of June last, and which were signed by the 
Rev. Dr. Ashbel Green and others.”(See Rel. Mon. 
as above, p. 365.) After considerable opposition, 
this motion was carried in the affirmative, against 
which decision the Rev. Messrs. Englesand Potts 
protested, for the following 1:easons, which were 
given in and read before the Presbytery, at their 
next meeting, Nov. 30th. 
PROTEST. 

We the undersigned do hereby protest against the 
resolution ofieid by De. Ely, and adopted by this 
Presbytery and which is recorded above, for the fol- 
lowing reasons, 61z: 

1. Because it was proposed at a time when but 
two members of the minority, (excepting the Moder- 
ator) so deeply concerned in it, were present, and 
when it must have been known to the mover that the 
remaining members of the minority had not yet re- 
turned fiom the meeting of Synod. 

2. Because the attempt to press such a measure 
atan adjourned meeting, without having first ap- 
prised the minorty who were absent and entirely 
uususpicious of such a design, was assuming an un- 
fair advantage. 

3. Because the resolution was intended, as ex- 
pressed by the mover, to constrain the minority to 
appear as accusers and thus deprive them of their 
right to vote in the case. 

4. Because the resolution proceeds upon a false 
presumption that a certain paper of charges existed 
as the property of this Presbytery, when it is matter 
of record, that said paper, when presented was pro- 
nounced to be out of order and was not therefore 
considered as before the Presbytery, and when this 
Presbytery evidently regarded itas having no exis- 
teuce, by refraining fiom passing any vote for its ac- 
ceptance, by omitting to take those previous steps 
which ave rendered ebligatory by the book of disci- 
pline when charges are first presented against a 
Bishop, and especially, by their proceeding immedi- 
ately to take measures for Mr. Barnes’ installation, 
which would not have been done had he been under 
process. 

5. Because the resolution takes for granted that 
that paper was of a certain tenor and was signed by 
Dr. Ashbel Green and others, when the} assumed 
facts were never before this. Presbytery in a formal 
and regular way aud could not therefore by a proper 
ground of proceding. 

6. Because the course proposed by the resclution, 
besides beiug based upon a false presumption, is di- 
rectly opposed to the recent determination of Synod, 
which provides that the minority should present 
their objections to the orthodoxy of Mr. Barnes’ ser- 
mon, and that the Presbytery should then hear and 
decide upon the validity of these objections; thus 
evidently putting it into the power of the minority 
aud not of the Presbytery to commence proceedings 
in the case and to prescribe the particular course. 

(Signed) WM. M. ENGLES, 
GEORGE C. POTTS, 

The meeting on the 30th Nov. was called for 
the special purpose of ‘* taking up and issuing this 
business,” and consisted of 29 ministers, and 20 























































































































































































































ope 
















































































203 FARFHER PROCEEDINGS IN JitE CA 


elder3,—in all 49 members. The Rey. Dr. Green 
rnoved that the following minute, which was read, 
be adopted as the minute of this Presbytery on the 
subject of Mr. Albert Barnes’ sermon on the Way 
of Salvation, viz: 

FINAL DECISION. 

The Presbytery of Philadeiphia, sgreeably to the 
direction of the Synod at thcir recent meeting in 
Lancaster, having considered the sermon of the Key. 
Albert Barnes, entitled the Way or Sanvation, are 
of the opiniun that it contains specttations of dan- 
ferous tendency on some of the principal ports in 
Christian theology, and ought act therefore to be 
Sanctioned as expressing that view of the great 
truths of God’s word, which the Presbyterian chareh 
has uniformly adopted and which is exhibited in their 
authorised Confession of Faith. 

In stating the doctrine of original sin the author 
employs a phraseology which is calculated to mise 
lead, and which appears evidently to confiict with 
the spirit and letter of the standards of the Presbyte- 
rian Church. 

1. He denies that the posterity of Adam are res- 
onsible or answerable for Adam’s first sin, which 
e committed as the federa) head of his race ‘Thus, 

p- 6, “Christianity does not charge on men erinwes of 
which they are not guilty: It doesnot say, as J sup- 
pose, that the sinner 18 held to be personally answrr- 
able for the transgressionscf Alum or any other 
man” 

Although the werd frunsgressions is here used 
plurally, yet it is evident froin the whole tenor of this 
division ofthe discourse, that the prime sin of Adam, 
which constituted his apostacy from God, is meant. 
Aagain he says, p. 7,“ Neither the frets, ner any 
proper inference from the facts afiiym, that 1 am in 
cither case personally responsible jor what another 
gan {referring to Adam] did before I had an erist- 
ence.’ And he explicitly deciares that if God had 
charged upon mankind such a responsibility, it 
would have been clearly unjust, vide p. 6. The doe- 
trine of responsibilty, aoe impagned is Clearly ex- 
pressed, Con. of F. chap. v1.6 Every sin, both 
original and actual, being a transgression of the 
righteous law of God and contrary thereunto doth 
in its own nature bring guilt opon the sinner, where- 
by heis bound over to the wrath of God and curse 
of the law and s0 made su')jject to death, with all 
miseries spiritual, temporal and eternal.” 

2. In accordance with the above doctrine, that 
mankind are not responsible for Adam's sin he af- 
firms, p. 7, that ‘Christianity affirms the fact, that 
in connection with the sin of Adam, or as a resu/t all 
moral agents will sin and sinning die” And then 

eeds to explain the principle that the univers»li- 
ty of sin is to be accounted for, by representing it to 
be the result of Adam’s sin. in the same sense, as the 
misery of adrunkard’s family is the result of his in- 
temperance. Here it would seem the anthor main- 
tains that the same relationship subsists between 
Adam and his Lewpenas that the same principle of 
moral government applies to both cases alike. or in 
other words, that mankind hold no other relationship 
to Adam, than that of children to a natural progeni- 
tor 

The public, federal or representative character of 
Adam is thus denied, contrary to the explicit state- 
ment in the answer to the 22 Q. of Larg. Cat. “The 
covenant | made with Adam as a public person, 
not for himself only, but for his posterity; all man- 
kind descending from him by ordinary generation, 
sinned in him and fell with him, in that first trans- 
gression.” ; 

3. He declares,p 7, ‘‘ that the notion of imputing 
sin is an invention of modern times,” contrary to 
Con. of F.chap. vi 3, * They being the root of all 
mankind, the gilt of this sin was imputed, and the 
same death in sin and corrupted nature conveyed to 
all their posterity, descending from them by ordiua- 
ny generation.” 

_ 4. In p. 5, he admits that his language on the sub- 
dest of original sin, differs from that used by the Con- 
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fession of Faith on the same subjeet,a nd then ae 
counts for this difference on the ground of the difi. 
culty of atlixing any clear and definite Meaning to ¢ 
expression” we sinned im tim and fell with him.” 
This expression he considers, as far as it is capable 
of imterpretation, as * mtended to convey the idea 
not that the sin of Adam is imputed to us, or set over 
to our account, but that there was a personal adeng;. 
tj consGtuted between Adcm and his posterity, 4 
that it was really our act, aud ours oniy, ule all 
that is chargeable on us.” 

The whote of this siuatement is exceedingly ineay, 
tiousandimproper. The language of the Confession 
of Faith on one ofthe cardinal doctrines is held y 
as obscure aud uniatellignle, or if possessing any 
meaning, as expressing av absurdity. ‘The framers 
of this confession are charged with the absurdity of 
maintaining the personal identity between Adam and 
his posterity, when their language CONYCYS LO more 
than a federal or representative relationship. Thys 
whole view of the Tontelan of oviginal sin, is, in the 
opinion of the Presbytery obscure, perplexed, fruit. 
fal of dangerous consequences, and, therefore, cen. 
strable. 

The statements of this sermon on the doctrine of 
atouement, are also, inthe opinion of the Presbytery, 
in some important featares, erroneous and contrary 
to the orthedex views ‘ 

1. At p. 11, He says, “ this atonement was for al} 
men. It was an offering made for the race. It had 
not respect so much to indiyidua's as to the law and 
perfections of God. Jt was an opening of the way 
of pardon, a making forgivepess consistent, a preser- 
Ving of truth, » magnifying of the law, and had go 
particular reference te any class of men.” 

_Tlere it is denied that the atonement had any spe- 
cial relation to the elect, which it had not alse to the 
non-eleet but if it be true that the atonement offered 
by Christ, had no“ respect to individuals,” * no par. 
ticular reference to any class cf men,” upon what 
principle ean it he revarded as a satisfaction to di- 
Vine justice for the sins of men? or in what proper 
sense can Christ be considered as a vicarious sacri- 
fice? Unless the atonement be a satisfaction for the 
sins of individuals, upon what principle ean it open 
the way ef pardon, make forgiveness consistent, pre- 
serve truth, or magnify the law? The special refer- 
ence of the atonement to a chosen people, in the op 
position to this view, is taught Cou. of F. chap viti, 
5. “ The Lord Jesus by his perfect obedience and 
sacrifice of himself, whieh be. threugh the Eternal 
Spirit, once offered up unto God, hath fully satisfied 
the justice of his Father and purchased rot only ree 
conciliation but an everlasting inheritance in the 
kingdom of heaven, for all those whom the Father 
bath given unto him” Again, in answer to Q. 44, 
L.. ©, “ Christ executeth the office of a Priest in his 
once offering himseifa sacrifice without spot to Ged, 
. be a reconciliation for the sins of his people,” 
we. 

2. At p. 11, He says, “The atonement of itself se- 
cured the salvation of no one,” and again, “ The 
atonement secured the salyation of no one, except as 
God had promised his Son that he should see of the 
travail ofhis soul. and except on the condition of re- 
pentance and faith” This language is incautious 
and calcalated to mislead, as it seems to imply that 
the atonement of itself does not secure its own ap- 
plication, and therefore may by possibility fail in its 
design. It is improper to suspend its efficacy upon 
conditions. when the conditions themselves are the 
results of its efficacy. See Con of F. chap. viii. 5. 
* To all those for whom Christ bath Pears ae re- 
demption, he doth certainly and effeetually apply and 
communicate the same: making intercession for 
them, and revealing unto them in and by the word the 
mysteries of salvation, effectually persuading them 
by his spirit to believe and obey, &c.” 

. At p. 10, He equivocally denies that Christ en- 
dured the penalty of the law’ * He did not indeed 
endure the penalty of the law, for his sufferings were 
not eternal, nor did he endure remorse of conscience; 
but he endured so much suffering. bore so much ag- 
ony, thatthe Father was pleased to accept of it in the 
place of the eterna! torments of all that should be 
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i) FARTHER PROC EEDINGS 
ced.” Here it seems to be inculcated that Christ 
j not satisfy the preeise claims which a viclent 
7 had upon the sinner, but thet he did whet wight 
considered a substitute for such sat isfaction or i 
implied that God remitted of waived the origina 
s,m and accepted of sometbingloss. Aud (nat his 
the sentiment of the author, is evident from bis 
nguage, Ps 1. “Christ's sutlericgs were revere 

ore coyere than these of Gny mortal before or since, 
at they bore, so far ws we can see, only 2 very Gis- 
at resemblance to the pain.of bell. the proper pea- 
re ofthe law. Novis it porstyie tec 
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wmecene thet 
1c ewHerings of afew hours, however severe, could 
mal pains though Jess intense, eclernaly protonged. 

‘iliess that the sufferings Of hunsen nature tp @ 8)n- 

ie instance, forthe divine nature could not sufler, 

hould be equal to the eternal pain of many muons ’ 
jere it is affirmed that Christ was not ¢ ipadle of en- 
uring that penalty which the justice of God had ex- 

Mpcted of the sinner, that his suterings bore a very 
istant resemblance to it, and by consequence that 
¢ penalty of the Jaw has been erther selaxed or is 
et unpaid, and that the justice of God bas waived its 
riginal demand or is yet wusatisfied. 

The whole of this languege seems derogatory to 

brist as an all suf¥cient Redeemer; it judges of the 

human natare of Christ as if it were a common hu- 
oan nature, it leaves out of view the infinite support 
which the divine nature was capable of imparting to 
Whe human nature of Christ, and is very different 
rom the view of this subject given by the framers 
of cur standards in the auswer to the 38 Q. of L. C. 
* It was requisite that the Mediator should be God, 
Phat he might sustain and keep the human nature 
From sinking under the infiniie wrath of God and the 
power of death; give worth and eflicacy to his suf- 
Ferings, obedience and intercession, and satisfy God’s 
justice,” &e. &e. 

In discoursing on human ability the sermon con- 
Mains expressions which co not seem to be well judg- 
ed. In p. 11. it is said, ** it is not to any want of 
Physical strength that this rejection is owing, for 
quen have power enough in themselves, to hate both 
God and their fellow men, and it requires less physi- 
cal power to love God than to hate mm;” and on the 
same page he represents mau’s inability as selely in 
“the will; and on p. 30, that men are not saved be- 
cause they will not be saved. Here physical ability 
‘js represented as competent to the performance of a 
Spon action, which is an improper application of 

erms,and human inability as resulting merely from the 
will, and not from total depravity, which is contrary 
“to the Confession of Faith, chap. vi. 4. ‘“* From this 
original corruption, whereby we are utterly indispo- 

ed, disabled, and made opposite to all good, and 
holly inclined to ali evil, do proceed all actual 
ransgressions,” and Confession of Faith, chap. ix. 
8. * Man by his fall into @ state of sin, bath wholly 
Jost all ability of will to any spiritual goed accom- 
panying salvation, so, as a natural man being alto- 
“gether adverse from that which is good, and dead 
‘in sin, is not able by his own strength, to conyeit 
himself, or to prepare himself thereunto.” 
’ Still further, the language of the sermon, on the 
~ subject of conformity to the standar«s of the church, 
if sanctioned, would give to every individual after 
adopting these standards, the liberty of dissenting 
from them as much, and as often as he might de- 
sire. Thus p. 6, he says, ‘It is not denied that this 
language varics from the statements which are often 
made on this subject, and from the opinoin which 
has been entertained by many. And, it is admitted, 
that it does not accord with that used on the same 
subject in the Confessionof Faith, and other stand- 
ards of doctrine.” And again, p. 12.—* The great 
principle oa which the author supposes the truths of 
religion are ti be preached, and on which he endea- 
) vours to act, is, the Bible is to be interpreted by all 
the honest helps within the reach of the preacher, 
and then proclaimed as it is, let it lead where it will, 

Within, or without the circumference of any arrange- 

ment of doctrines. He is supposed to be responsible, 

not at all for its impinging on any uochoaietl enti, 
nor is he to be cramped by any frame work of 

Faith that has been reared around the Bible.” This 

language would seem to imply, that an individual 


IN THE CASE OF THE REV. 


ALBERT BARNEs. 000 
may enter the bosom of a church by a public recep- 
tion of its creed, and continue in the communion of 
that church, ulihough he should subsequently discov- 
er that its creed was not founded on the word of 
God Whilst the liberty of every person to accept 
Of veject any particular creed, is fully acknowledged 
by this Presbytery, yet. they do deny, thet any min- 
inter, Whilst he remains inthe commundon of the 
Pi e-byterian Church, has aright to impugn its creed, 

to wake « public deciavation that he 1s not bound 
by t5 uuthorty 

In fluc, a whole ysew of this discourse seems to 
warrant the belief that ihe grand and fundamental 
doctrine of justification, as held by the Protestant 
Kieformers, and taught clear!y and abundantly in the 
standards of the Presbytesian Church, is really not 
held, but denied inthis sermon, Forthe imputation 
of Adam’s ein is denied; and the endurance ef the 
penalty of the luw by Christ, ig denied, and the 
righteouspess of Christ as the meritorious ground of 
our acquiial and acceptance with God, is not once 
mentioned, although the text of tie discourse natu- 
rally points toe the doctrine; and when itis consider- 
ed that the imputation of Adam’s first sin to his pos- 
terity, and the imputation of the sins of God’s peo- 

ste to their surety Saviour, and the imputation of 
1is finished righteousness to them, do all rest upon 
the sane ground, and must all stand or fall together, 
and that it has been found in fact, that those who 
deny one of these, do generally deny the whole, and 
to be consistent, musi necessarily do so, it is no 
forced conclusion, but one which seems inevitable, 
that the sermon does really reject the doctrine of 
justification as held by the Keformers, and as taught 
in our Confession of Faith and Catechisms; that it 
does not teach, as the answer to justification in our 
Shorter Catechism asserts, that * Justification isan 
act of God’s free grace wherein he pardoneth all 
our sins, and accepteth us as rigtheous in his sight 
only for the righteousness of Christ, imputed to us, 
ann received by faith alone.” 

It is not satisfactory, that the sermon says, * Christ 
died in the place of sinners;” that it speaks of * the 
merits of the Son of God, the Lerd Jesus Christ” — 
of * the love of Christ,” of * putting on the Lord 
Jesus Christ,” of being ‘‘ willing to drop into the 
hands of Jesus, and to be sav ed b his merit alone,” 
of God, “ sprinkling onthe soul the blood of Jesus, 
and freely pardoning all its sins;” since this language 
may be used and is actually used by some who ex- 
plicitly deny, that Christ took the Jaw place of sin- 
ners, bore the curse of God’s law in their room and 
stead, and that they are saved only by the imputation 
to them of his postbet righteousness. 


On the whole, the Presbyter 


express their dee 
regret that Mr. Barnes should have preached and 


published a discourse, so highly objectionable, and 


so manifestly in some of its leading points opposed 
to the doctrines of the Confession of Faith and Cat- 
echisms of the Presbyterian Church; they carnestly 
recommend to Mr Barnes, to re-cousider and re- 
nounce the erroneous matter contained in his printed 
sermon, as specified in the foregoing decisions of 
Presbytery, and with a view to afford time to Mr. 
Barnes for reflection and consideration, in reference 
to the errors of his sermon, and for opportunity for 
such of the brethren, as may choose to converse free- 
ly with him on the subject, the Presbytery do sus- 
pend their final decision on the case, until their next 
stated meeting.” 


The Rev. Dir. Ely moved to postpone the consid- 
eration of the minute offered by Dr. Green, that 
Presbytery may call upon the Stated Clerk for the 
charges against Mr. Barnes, which he was required 
to produce at the last meeting of Presbytery. 

Mr. Russell, the Moderator, then decided that 
Dr. Ely’s motion to postpone, for the above stated 
object, was out of order; and Dr. Ely respectfully 
appealed from his decision. In favour of the appeal 
eighteen members voted, and against it twenty-nine, 
so that the appeal was not sustained. 

The consideration of the minute offered by Dr. 
Green was then resumed ; and on the call Of mem- 
bers, the pane: was again read. 
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At 1o’clock, P. M. the Presbytery agreed to have 
a recess until 3 o'clock. 

The afternoon sederunt was spent in consider- 
ing motions repeatedly made for postponing the 
consideration of the minute proposed by Dr. 
Green, all of which were decided by the Modera- 
tor to be out of order, in which he was sustained 
by a majority of Presbytery. 

Mr. Engles moved to postpone the consideration 
of Dr. Green's paper with a view to take up a res- 
olution that the Presbytery will now proceed to hear 
objections against Mr. Barnes’ sermon agreeably to 
the order of Synod, making Dr. Green’s paper the 
basis of their proceedings. ‘This motion was se- 
conded, and while it was under consideration, it 
was resolved as a favour to grant Dr. Ely and oth- 
ers the privilege of reading a protest; when after 
the granting of this privilege, which was thankfully 
received with a low bow, the following paper was 
read, viz: 

PROTEST. 

The undersigned members of the Piesbytery of 
Philadelphia do hereby protest, I. against the deci- 
sions of this body, yesterday, that they would not 
postpone the consideration of the minute moved by 
Dr. Green for the purpose of cailing upon the Sta- 
ted Clerk for the charges against Mr. Barnes which 
he was required to produce at the last meeting of 
Presbytery, for the following reasons: viz: 1. 
CuARGES, against the orthodoxy of Mr. Barnes 
were publicly handed to the Moderator of this 
Presbytery ; and although those charges were then 
decided to be out of order at a special meeting as 
the commencement of a trial; yet it will not follow, 
that it is out of order Now to consider and dispose 
of them in a constitutional way ; at a meeting of 
Presbytery specially called, among other things, “* to 
take such order on the whole subject, as is required 
by a regard to the purity of the church, and its ac- 
knowledged doctrines and order.” 2, These charges 
having been read, this Presbyteiy gave no leave to 
any one to withdraw them fiom thvir files. 3. The 
complainants to the Synod of Philadelphia, among 
other alleged grievances, complained, thatthey ‘in 
due form presented their charges, but their charges 
were not permitted to lie :” from which it would seem 
proper that this Presbytery should now formaily 
consider and dispose of those charges, that this 
ground of complaint may no longer exist. 4. These 
charges were calculated vitally to affect the ministe- 
rial character and standing of the Rev. Albert 
Barnes, and therefore ought notto de left noted on 
our records, without some final adjudication in re- 
lation to them. 5. The persons who signed and 
preferred those charges ought still, agreeably to our 
Constitution to be held as accusers; and therefore 
it was important to consider and act upon them, 
that the charges being dispused of, their responsibil- 
ity as accusers might then cease. 6. This Presby- 
tery on the 2d of November last resolved to take 
up and consider those charges; and it would have 
been most consistent with order to have called for 
them accordingly. 

II. The unde signed also protest against the de- 
cision of this Presbytery yesterday, by which the 
Presbytery decided Dr. Ely’s second motion to be 
outof order; because Presbytery has thereby virtu- 
ally said that they can constitutionally and judicial- 
ly hear objections against the orthodoxy of one of 
their own members, when no persons appear as his 
accusers; and when common fame does not render 
process against him necessary; which is manifestly 
in Opposition to our book of discipline, which says, 
* Process against a gospel minister shall not be com- 
menced, unless some person or persons undertake to 
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make out the charge; or unless common fame 
yy a respo’ 


loudly proclaims the scandal, that the Presb 
find it necessary for the honor of religion, to iy 
tigate the charge.” ei 
III. Finally the undersigned protest againg 
decision to take up, consider, and act on the 
submitted by Dr. Green yesterday, because i, i8 te 


Nov- 4. 
This pal 
yterys ar 


ally the commencement of a process againg Me Relville 
Barnes in an unconstitutional way, because it, lmmizn Teas 
tains numerous impeachments of his Orthodoy ’ in 
and proposes various censures to be inflicted og )., — 

and because itis the apparent design of the While hich he 
paper proposed as a minute, to allow all who hate At this 
heretofore accused Mr. Barnes to act the party nade to t 


judges in a case in which they are accusers; 
thus unlarfully expose him to suspension OF deny 
sition. 


ith the 
tions as 


For the foregoing reasons the undersigned jy oferred 
constrained to declase, that if their brethien yy 1 dec: 
proceed ia the present unconstitutional manner , $8 
try their own objections to Mr. Barnes’ Orthodory Ker. 
the undersigned must withdraw from all partici. Mr. E 
tion in such proceedings; and complain to the yy eard to 
General Assembly. . oxy of | 

Philadelphia, Dec. 1, 19%, © offere 
Ministers. Elders. pis expla 
oundne: 














Ezra Stiles Ely, 
Tho. H. Skinner, 
C. Hoover, 
William Bacon, 
A. H. Dashiell, 
Jas. Patterson, 
John L. Grant, 
Jno. W. Scott, 
Thomas Eustace, 
George Chandlev, 
Thos. J. Biggs, 
Albert Barnes 


Ambrose White, 
Samuel Withingtoi, 
William Darling, 
Thos. D. Miche), 
Jonathan Roberts, 
Alexr. J. Dallas, 
D. 1. Mason, 
l-aac Will, 

Jobu O'Neill, 


worse. 
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John Smith, December 2, 1820. Dr. J 
Thos. M’Auley, con, M 
Jos. Sanford. jell, M 
The subscriber unites in the two last grounis ¢ John | 
protest, but not on the first with the protestants be with 
fore named. R. B. BELVILLE. Dp. H. 
The motion of Mr. Engles was then put, and: Will, 
was resolved to postpone. A division was thea The 
called for; and it was resolved, first, “ that Presi: ee 
tery will Now proceed to hear objections agains rer 
Mr. Barnes’ sermon, agreeably to the order of $- adopt 
nod ;” and secondly that they will do it, * making differ 
Dr. Green’s paper the basis of proceedings.” Dr 
The Rev. Albert Barnes here gave notice that te 
appealed from this last decision of Presbytery tothe then 
next General Assembly. and | 
The Rev. Thomas J. Biggs here gave notice that his ¢ 
he should protest against the above proceedings 7 |. 
Presbytery. er> 
After some desultory discussion in the morning e.. 
sederunt of December 2d, Mr. Barnes desired an! on 
had leave to read the following paper, viz: int 
The undersigned deeming it unconstitutional 1 sho 
try and condeam a sermon of his without placing aga 
him on trial on regular charges acccrding to the book ing 
of discipline ; and believing that an investigation of ; 
the sermon where he cannot constitutionally makea Eh 
regular defence of charges regularly brought, is im h 
proper; and desirous that full justice may be done P 
to him and the subject, acknowledges himself the Pr 
author of a sermon called the Way of Salvation, to 
with the notes thereto appended, published at Mor- th 
ristown, N. J. and professing himself ready to au- 4 


swer to any charges which may be alleged to that 
sermon respecting his orthodoxy, with the proper hi 
explanation of its sentiments and meaning; mostre- 
spectfully requests of the Presbytery to proceed io 7 
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FARTHER PROCEEDINGS IN THE CASE OF THE REV. ALBERT BARNEs. 


cular form to try him on the sentiments of that 

“non ; either on the ground of common fame, or 

a responsible accuser, or by necusers. : 
(Signed) ALBERT BARNES. 
Nov. 2, 1830. 
This paper was entered on the records of Pres- 
ytery, and Dr. Green, Mr. Winchester and Mr. 
yelville were appointed by the Moderator to as- 
en reasons why the Presbytery cannot take the 
id . . 
urse in the examination of Mr. Barnes’ sermon 
hich he has requested. 
At this stage of the proceedings a motion was 
made to have the ‘‘sermon of Mr. Barnes together 

ith the complainants objections and such explan- 
tions as Mr. Barnes may think proper to furnish,” 
eferred to the next General Assembly for their 
tnal decision; but it was decided to be out of or- 
er. 

Mr. Engles, Dr. Green and Me. McCalla were 
eardto a great length in opposition to the ortho- 
oxy of Mr. Barnes, and to the explanations which 
e offered to Synod, in which they contended that 
jis explanations confirmed their opinion of his un- 
oundness in the faith, and rendered his sermon 
worse. : 

Mr. Sandford assigned the unconstitutionality of 

tle proceedings of Presbytery as a reason why he 
ould not particpate in the trial now in progress. It 
was ag ced to excuse those persons who desire to 
be excused from voting onthe ground of constitu- 


tional objections, so that they shall not be reckoned 
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Pas agreeing with the majority and so as not to be 


precluded from the right of protesting and complain- 


fing. According to the foregoing resolution the fol- 


Jowing persons were excused, on the coudition ex- 
pressed, Viz: 

Dr. Ely, Dr. Skinner, De. McAuley, Mr. Patter- 
son, Mr. Belville, Mr. Biggs, Mr. Scott, Mr. Dash- 
iell, Mr. Eustance, Mr. Bacon, Mr. Sandford, Mr. 
John Smith, Mr. Grant, Mr. Hoover, .Miniz/ers ; 
with Messrs. Dr. Mitchell, White, O'Neill, Roberts, 
Dp. H. Mason, Darling, Dalles, Stratton, Vandyke, 
Will, Elders. 

The Presbytery then proceeded to take up and 
consider Dr. Green’s paper which was finally 
adopted on the evening of Dec. 2, by votes upon 
different parts of it varying from 26 to 22. 

Dr. Green, Mr. McCalla and Mr. Latta were 
then appointed acommittee to wait on Mr. Barnes 
and inform him of the decision of Presbytery in 
his case, and converse with him freely and atfec- 
tionately. 

Dr. Green and Mr. Engles were appointed to an- 
swer the protest of Dr. Ely and others. 

Dr. Ely in behalf of himself and the protestants 
in the case of Mr. Barnes gave notice that they 
should complain to the next General Assembly 
against the whole proceedings of this sprcial meet- 
ing of the Presbytery in the case of Mr. Barnes. 

** Who are right and who are wrong,”’ says Dr. 
Ely, in closing his account of it in the Philadel- 
phian; ‘the General Assembly and the Christian 
Public must decide.” But we may be permitted 
to say that, had not the spirit of defection entered 
this venerable mother Presbytery of the General 
Assembly, she would not have been convulsed to 
her centre by a mere attempt to inquire into the 


dlv 


doctrinal principles of one of her ministers: Nei- 
ther would the Presbytery’s time have been so 
long employed, with so much ingenuity and eva- 
sion, to avoid a fair and candid discussion of the 
question in agreeableness to the Scriptures, and 
the standards of the Presbyterian church. — 

Again: The notices that these proceedings have 
received from various religious publications, both 
Presbyterian and Congregational, (and there 
seems to be but little distinction between these 
two bodies, in the minds of the great body of the 
religious public,) should admonish the friends of 
truth in the General Assembly that they have but 
little to hope from that judicatory. Their cause 
will be either evaded or condemned; and in ei- 
ther case, the cause of truth, the cause of God, 
the cause of immortal beings, destined to eternal 
felicity or misery, just in proportion as truth or 
error shall prevail, unitedly call upon them to 
stand fast amidst reproaches and persecutions, and 
display a banner for truth. And if the event 
shall prove that the General Assembly are deter- 
mined cither to bury or condemn the truth, our 
hope and prayer to God is, that the friends of 
evangelical religion, in that church, may ‘‘ come 
out from among them, and be separate, and touch 
not the unclean thing.”? And then shall the bles- 
sing of Almighty God be upon them; and though 
** troubled on every side,” they shall not be ‘* dis- 
tressed;”” though “‘ perplexed,” ** not in despair; "” 
though ‘* persecuted, not forsaken;”’ though ‘‘cast 
down, not destroyed;”’ because their ‘¢ sufficiency 
is of God.”” 

And if God in his holy providence shall strength- 
en them to stand in the breach, and commence 
as it were to build the walls of Jerusalem a new 
inthe midst of enemies; let them not be surprised 
as though ‘‘some strange thing had happened 
to them,”’ if they should be called to pass through 
trouble and perplexity and persecution, and be 
cast down, having their ‘*names cast out as evil,” 
and being ‘* everywhere spoken against;’’ because 
the Redeemer’s kingdom has never flourished in 
this sinful world, and never can flourish, when 
his servants cease to contend. The enemy is al. 
ways on the alert, and his machinations must be 
constantly met. And when he succeeds in mar- 
shalling his hosts within the sanctuary, the con- 
test is bitter and often dubious, till the cap- 
tain of the Lord’s hosts achieves the victory for 
his people, and proclaims himself King in Zion. 

Those who will suffer themselves to look at 
things as they are, and not as they appear to be, 
must see that the contest now waging in the 

Presbytery of Philadelphia, is one between the 
friends and enemies of the comely order of God’s 
house. 


Those who have exhibited so much zeal to pre- 
vent an inquiry into the principles held by Mr. 
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Barnes, have manifested the same spirit that filled 
Germany with Rationalism, and New-England 
with Unitarianism, both of which isms are neth- 
ing more nor less than infidelity; and should they 
come off triumphant, the General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church in these United States total- 
ly ceases to be a witness for the truth of God; or 
like causes must cease to produce like effects. 
The peculiar characteristic of those who have 
taken part against doctrinal discussions, is the 
same that has always distinguished the enemies 
of the church, viz: Indifference to the truth. It 
is in this way the work of defection commences, 
and progresses, till apostacy becomes complete. 
By slow and almost imperceptible degrees, each 
succeeding generation, while professing to follow 
the footsteps of its predecessor, gradually recedes 
from the “* holy commandment,” until with many, 
nearly the whole compass of error is traced; and 
all have learned to scoff at those holy doctrines, 
on which the church of the living God is based. 
Confusion and dismay ensue; souls perish for lack 
of knowledge; and the songs of the bacchanal, and 
the shouts of the infidel are heard, instead of the 
high praises of God: And the few names that 
have not defiled their garments,’’ become a poor, 
persecuted remnant, ‘‘ as a handful of corn in the 
earth upon the top of the mountains,” until He 
that ‘‘ sits in heaven” comes forth with his terri- 
ble judgments; and then ‘‘ the fruit thereof shall 
shake like Lebanon, and they of the city shall 
Nourish like the grass of the earth;’’ because * his 
name shall endure forever; it shall be continued 
as long as the sun; and men shall be blessed in 
him; and all nations shall call him blessed.” 
—_—~>—- 


JOHN NEWTON’S OPINION OF 
ORATORIOS. 


“In the year 1786, he published a num- 
ber of discourses, in two volumes octavo. 
There is a passage so original, at the be- 
ginning of his fourth sermon, from Mal. 
it. 1—3—“ The Lord, whom ye seek, 
shall suddenly come to his temple,”? &c— 
that I shall transcribe it for the use of such 
as have not seen these discourses; at the 
same time it will, in a few words, convey 
Mr. N.’s idea of the usual performance of 
the oratorio, or attending its performance, 
in present circumstances. 

«« Whereunto shall we liken the people of 
this generation, and to what are they like ? 
I represent to myself a number of persons, 
of various characters, involved in one com- 
mon charge of high treason. They are al- 
ready in a state of confinement, but not yet 
brought to their trial. The facts, however, 


THE REV. 


are so plain, and the evidence so strong and 
pointed, that there is not the least doubt of 


KEY. JOIN NEWTON'S OPINION OF ORATORIOS.— QUERIES. 
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their guilt being fully proved, and that 
ing but a pardon can preserve them fe 


punishment. In this situation, it sho pith 
seem their wisdom to avail themselves i, 


every expedient in their power for obtaip. . 
ing mercy. But they are entirely re 7 
less of their danger, and wholly taken 5 


with contriving methods of amusing they, a 
selves, that they may pass away the ter 3 - 
of their imprisonment with as much chee, me 
fulness as possible. Among other Tesoureey ae 
they call in the assistance of music. ApJ ar 
amidst a great variety of subjects in th ae 
way, they are particularly pleased with one. #¢ 
They choose to make the solemnities of th iv 
impending trial, the character of their judge ve 


the methods of his procedure, and the awit 
sentence to which they are exposed, th 
groundwork of a musical entertainment. 
And, as if they were quite unconeerned jy 
the event, their attention is chiefly fixed 

on the skill of the composer, in m6 hor the 
style of his music to the very solemn lar. 


guage and subject with which they are ty. 
fling. The king, however, out of his great oe 
clemency and compassion towards those why 3 
have no pity for themselves,prevents them by és 
his goodness. Undesired by them, he sends i 
them a gracious message. He assures them ¥ 


that he 1s unwilling they should suffer: he 
requires, yea, he entreats them to submit. 
He points out a way in which their confes- 
sion and submission shall be certainly accep 
ted; and in this way which he condescents i 
to prescribe, he oflers them a free and a full + 
pardon. But instead of taking a single step 

towards a compliance with his goodness, 

they set his message likewise to music: 

and this, together with a description of their 

present state, and of the fearful doom await- 

ing them, if they continue obstinate, is sung 

for their diversion ; accompanied with the 

sound of cornet, flute, harp, sackbut, psalte- 

ry, dulcimer, and all kinds of instruments. 

Surely, if such a case as I have supposed 

could be found in real life, though I might 

admire the musical taste of these people, | 

should commiserate their insensibility !” 





—~—- 
[For the Religious Monitor ] 
QUERIES. 
1. Is the Church bound to help congrega- 
tions that are not able to meet fully the ex- 
pense of maintaining ordinances. 


2. If she is so, what is the method of dis- 


charging this obligation most agreeable to ' 
the Word. 





re tr. 
OTeq? 
4 

© Who 

em { 
send 
thor 


t 


salt ° 
ents 
posed 
night 
le, | 


2] 




















ized to act as agents: ° 






- TO PATRONS. 


Ir is hoped that the alterations we have-made in our plan of publishing the Monitor will be accepiaiy, 
Aleck melt eagles will be given than heretofore, without any additional expense; and by presery; 
the numbers and binding two volumes into one, they will make a ha 1 
save nearly one-half the expense in binding. Having found some inconvenience heretofore from ty 
want of Greek type, we have procured a fount. \ 


We shall print, for the present, a surplus number, expecting that they will be called for. 
Terms $2,00 per annum, payable in advance or at the annual meeting of the Associate Synod 
In addition to the ministers and preachers of the Associate church, the following persons are autho. 


s* 


James Moorhead, Mercer, Mercer Co. Pa. James Galloway, Jr., Xenia, Ohio. 

John Smart, Huntingdon, Pa. Wm. Morris, Baltimore, Md. 

Andrew Monrce, oer ener tg Pa. M’Neil & Stevenson, Cambridge, Washingt 
John P. Dickey, Pittsburgh, Pa. Co. N. Y. : 

John M’Cleary, York Centre, Livingston Co. A. Bachop, le, W Co. N. ¥, 


.¥. Philip Watts, Shelbyville, Ky. 


Samuel Preston, Jr. Abingdon, Va. vol 


Subscribers in Indiana, Illinois, and Missouri, are requested to make payment to the Synod’s Mis 
sionaries, who will also receive and forward the names of new subscribers. 


Agee or others may enclose moncy to us at our risk, and at our expense where more than $6 is en. 
closed. + 


it?The Post-Oilice to which the work is directed should al 
icPways be named, when money is ferwarded. This is very im 
‘CP portant; for it is the only guide we have to give credits accu. Heiter 
‘rately, as there is a number of names alike on our list, direct Hj> 
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ed to different Post-Offices. £} of 
*,” All lettors relating to the Monitcr, whather they contain communications for our pages, or names An E 
ef subseribers, or remittances of money, etsuld be addressed to B. D. Packannp & Co. or to Cuavy. Un 
cey Wensrer, 71 State-street, Albany. es 
- , < tar 
gre ON THE SPIRIP.—Piiee $1,12~ 1 excellent edition, just received and for sale, by 
B. D. PACKARD & Co. 71 State-street. 
|: Spee. ‘'S FOUR FOLD STATE.—Price $1,00 per copy— New edition, for sale by 
: B. D. PACKARD & Co. 71 State-street. 
FRoston ON THE COVENANTS-—In two yolumes—Price 1,50—Por sale by 
i B. D. PACKARD & Co. 71 State-street 
HE SHORTER, AND MUCKERSIE’'S CATECHISMS.—Price ¢2,00 per hundred #e 
cupies—Cuustantly on band and fer sale by B.D. PACKARD & Co. 71 State-street. an 











ESSALMS OF DAVID, On ize type, with an original Preface by the Rev James Martin, pastor 
= of the Associate Presbyterian eongiegation of Albany. Just pablished ard for sale by 
B. D. PACKARD & Co 71 State-strect. 


- }OCKET BIBLES with the Ps:ly:s—several different kinds. Different prices. For sale by 
a B. D. PACKARD & Co. 71 State-strect. 








BePeLes Quarto, Octarvo and Ducdecimo—a great —. For sale by 
. D. PACKARD & Co, 71 State-street. 





4OSPEL TRUTH accurately stated and illustrated, by the Rev. Messrs. James Hog, Thomas Bo: 
‘ton, Ebenezer and Ra!ph Erskine, and others—occasioned by the re-publication of the rrow of Mo 
@ern Divinity. Price $1,00. For sale by B D. PACKARD & Co, 71 State-street. 








N. B, On ail the above works a li'veral discount will be madete sxch as purchase to sell again. 





